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ABSTRACT 

In the next generation of VLSI circuits, concurrent optimizations will be essential to achieve 

the performance challenges. In this dissertation, we present techniques for combining tradi

tional timing optimization techniques to achieve a superior performance. 

The method of buffer insertion is used in timing optimization to either increase the driving 

power of a path in a circuit, or to isolate Icirge capacitive loads that lie on noncritical or 

less critical paths. The procedure of transistor sizing selects the sizes of transistors within a 

circuit to achieve a given timing specification. Traditional design techniques perform these two 

optimizations as independent steps during synthesis, even though they are intimately linked 

and performing them in alternating steps is liable to lead to suboptimal solutions. The first 

part of this thesis presents a new approach for unifying transistor sizing with buffer insertion. 

Our algorithm achieve from 5% to 49% area reduction compared with the results of a standeurd 

transistor sizing algorithm. 

The next part of the thesis deals with the problem of collapsing gates for technology map

ping. Two new techniques are proposed. The first method, the odd-level transistor replacement 

(OTR) method, performs technology mapping without the restriction of a fixed library size, 

and maps a circuit to a virtual library of complex static CMOS gates. The second technique, 

the Static CMOS/PTL method, uses a mix of static CMOS and pass transistor logic (PTL) to 

realize the circuit, using the relation between PTL and binary decision diagrams. The methods 

are very eflScient and can handle all ISCAS'85 benchmark circuits in minutes. On average, it 

wais found that the OTR method gave 40%, and the Static/PTL gave 50% delay reductions 

over SIS, with substantial area savings. 

Finally, we extend the technology mapping work to interleave it with placement in a single 

optimization. Conventional methods that perform these steps separately will not be adequate 
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for next-generation circuits. Oiu* approach presents an integerated solution to this problem, 

and shows an average of 28.19%. and a maximum of 78.42% improvement in the delay over a 

method that performs the two optimizations in separate steps. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

With the growth of the VLSI technology, the VLSI chip feature size has been constantly 

reduced. From 2uTn in 1985. advances in process technology have reduced feature sizes was 

decreased to lum in 1990, and to 0.35-0.5um in 1996-1998. This is project to be reduced to 

about G.lBum in 2001 [88]. Such a continual reduction of the VLSI device feature size has strong 

impact on the VLSI circuits performajice in several ways. First, the device density on a chip 

grows quadratically with the rate of the feature size reduction. The total number of transistors 

on a chip has increased from less than 500.000 in 1985 to over 10 millions today. It will reach 

64 millions in 2001 [23. 88]. Secondly, the devices are required better performance than before. 

With the complexity of VLSI circuits increasing and the feature sizes shrinking, it is impossible 

for designers to design large digital circuits manually, or using designer's intuitional. Therefore, 

electronic design automation (EDA) tools must be used during the chip design. Due to the 

requirements of high performance and reduced time to market, the need for more sophisticated 

computer-aided design (CAD) tools is becoming indispensable. 

1-1 Our Research Goal 

This dissertation studies issues in both design methodology and in design techniques in 

VLSI CAD. 

In terms of design methodology, a VLSI design is typically developed, analyzed, and refined 

by a sequence of several different design tools used across a diverse design team in the shortest 

possible time and at the lowest possible cost. Until recently, the methodology of using separate 

optimizations in a sequential manner has been adequate. Rapid increases in the complexity 

of designs and a collection of deep submicron effects have changed the nature of the design 

process. These changes will soon require new approaches to the design process. This will result 
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in profound changes in overall design methodology. Specifically, it will be essential to perform 

concurrent design optimizations to achieve design goals that are increasingly aggressive. 

In terms of design techniques, with the advent of the VLSI technology and high-performance 

designs, the delay of VLSI circuits is a key factor, and timing optimization techniques, i.e.. 

techniques for reducing delay of VLSI circuits, have received much attention in recent years, 

for example. [32, 41. 65. 93. 96]. The purpose of this research is to develop more sophisti

cated techniques for timing optimization for VLSI circuits. Here, we only address the timing 

optimization techniques for the combinational circuits. Sequential circuits may be handled by 

treating them as many combinational sub-circuits isolated by registers with each combinational 

sub-circuits being optimized individually. 

There are several timing optimization techniques at gate/transistor level circuit design, 

and we will consider the following methods: (1) Transistor Sizing (2) Buffer Insertion (3) 

Technology Mapping (4) Placement. 

Table 1.1 shows the levels of abstraction in chip design of traditional design flow. This 

traditional design methodology will not be suitable to the advanced technology. 

Semiconductor manufacturers have come to realize that layout-level amd logic-level design 

must be unified, and this has been stated in the National Technology Roadmap for Semiconduc

tors [88]. In particular, system timing management, logic optimization, placement and routing 

must coexist in a single environment. This dissertation investigates a new design methodology 

that performs concurrent optimization for improved performance. The techniques developed 

here use integrated sizing with buffer insertion, dynamic libraries, and combined logic synthesis 

with physical layout design. Such an integrated approach can achieve better overall results 

than those achieved by separating these optimizations. 

1.2 Terminology 

Transistor Sizing: 

The usual statement of the problem is as follows: 

Assign sizes to the transistors of circuit X so that all its outputs are produced by time T. 
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Table 1.1 Traditional Abstract Levels of VLSI Design 
Design Level Concerns Addressed 

Behavior Functionality 
Functional blocks 
Linked module abstractions 

Resource allocation 
sequencing, causality 

Register-transfer level 
Clocked register and logic 

Testability 
Timing, synchronization 

Gate Level 
Clocked primitive switches 

Implementation with 
proper digital behavior 

Circuit Level Performance, noise margins 
Sticks Level Layout topology 
Mask Geometry Implementation, yield 

The parameter T is called the maximum delay or timing constraint, and the entire process is 

referred to as transistor sizing of a circuit. The actual delay through the circuit is the delay 

given a particular cissignment of sizes to its transistors, while the size or area of a circuit is the 

sum of the transistors areas. 

The problem can be described in more detail as follows: Given a CMOS circuit C, choose 

the optimal size Si of gate Gj. G, e C. such that the circuit has the minimum area with 

satisfying the timing constraints. 

Buffer Insertion: 

Buffer insertion is the procedure of finding the buffer position and buffer sizes for a given 

circuit to achieve the objective function. Buffer insertion is a common and effective technique 

to reduce the circuit delay. Buffer can be used to isolate the high critical paths from the 

noncritical paths, cind can also be used as a stronger driver to drive the high critical paths. 

Traditional methods have performed transistor sizing and buffer insertion as two indepen

dent optimization steps. However, this is suboptimal since it is impossible to know where 

to insert buffers optimally unless sizing has been performed, and it is impossible to perform 

optimal sizing unless buffer locations are specified. This thesis presents a unified approach to 

the problem. 
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Technology Mapping: 

Technology mapping is an optimization phase at the logic synthesis stage that binds the 

gates in the circuit network to the cells of the specific technology library. Its goal is to achieve 

the high speed/low power and minimum axea. 

Gate Collapsing: 

The result of traditional technology mapping is greatly impacted by the size of the library, 

i.e.. the types of cells in the library etc.. Thus, traditional technology mapping may result in 

suboptimal solutions. In addition, the algorithms for covering and matching in the traditional 

mapping system are highly time consuming. 

We propose the idea of global gate collapsing in this work, where the goal is similar to 

that of technology mapping but the list of permissible gates is not tied to any specific library. 

The procedure works on a virtual library that is assumed to have all types of cells so that the 

global gate collapsing technique can have the full flexibiUty of finding the optimum possible 

combinations of standard gates in a network, and to generate the optimum set of collapsed 

complex gates. The input to global gate collapsing comes from the output of technology 

independent optimization, and the result of the procedure is that it collapses the network into 

an optimal set of complex gates of the network. This technique can result in optimum solution 

of minimum circuit delay, minimum circuit area and minimum power dissipation etc. The 

essential idea of gate collapsing is to begin with a decomposition of the circuit and then to 

combine or collapse these simple gates into more complex gates. Although there are several 

delay models for the complex gates [I, 29. 38. 60, 61. 70], in order to get more accurate delay 

information, we use look-up table method for the delay calculation. In previous techniques, 

the collapsed gates were constrained to belong to the available cell library. To the best of our 

best knowledge, there has been no published work on global gate collapsing. Recent work [39] 

selects the parts of the circuit after technology mapping and remaps them based on virtual 

library. 
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1.3 Contributions 

The major contributions of this dissertation are: 

The idea of combined transistor sizing and buffer insertion into a single optimization 

has been proposed. We have developed a strategy to realize the idea and obtained 

performance improvements using this method. 

The idea of gate collapsing was proposed and realized using the Odd-level transistor 

replacement and mixed static CMOS/psiss-transistor logic design. The results show the 

effectiveness, usefulness and promise of the idea. 

Several important steps in the VLSI design flow, namely, technology mapping to a 

dynamic library, merged logic synthesis and physical layout design, and interconnect-

conscious physical design, have been combined together and implemented into a new 

algorithm. 

1.4 Organization of this Dissertation 

This thesis focuses on the timing optimization techniques of VLSI circuits and the crucial 

issues of the next generation VLSI CAD tools. Parts of this research have been published in 

[50. 51. 52. 56]. Parts of this research will be submitted for publication. The remainder of the 

thesis is organized as follows: 

Background: Transistor sizing, buffer insertion and technology mapping (gate collapsing) 

are the three techniques for timing optimization in our research. In Chapter 2. we present 

these three techniques and a static timing analyzer (PERT) which is the key part of the timing 

analysis. 

Combined Transistor Sizing and Buffer Insertion: In Chapter 3, we introduce the 

limitations of performing transistor sizing and buffer insertion separately. We propose our 

idea of combined transistor sizing and buffer insertion. We also introduce the area and delay 

modeUng used in our work, the type A buffer insertion which is used to drive the critical paths 

and type B buffer insertion which is used to isolate the highly critical paths from the noncritical 
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paths and the outUne of algorithms for combining the transistor sizing and buJfer insertion. 

The encouraging results verified our original idea. 

Gate Collapsing and Mixed Static CMOS and Pass-transistor Design: The tra

ditional procedure of technology mapping has its limitation, i.e., the mapped result entirely 

depends on the library size. This limitation makes it impossible for the circuit designers to 

explore the entire design space, and therefore, it results in a suboptimal solution of the circuit 

design. In order to allow the circuit designers to explore the whole design space, we propose the 

idea of gate collapsing. Gate collapsing has the same goal as that of technology mapping, but 

without the library restriction. It assumes that it works on a virtual library. It can generate 

amy types of complex gate. This property allows the circuit designers to explore the whole 

design space and results in the optimal solution of the design. In Chapter 4. we present two 

methods to realize the gate collapsing idea, one is odd-level transistor replacement which is 

based on the topology of the given circuit, the other is mixed static CMOS and pass-trajisistor 

design which is based on Boolean function of the circuit. For the mixed static CMOS and 

pass-transistor design method, we use BDD to represent the Boolean functions of the circuit 

and then to use pjiss transistor to implement the circuit. Gate collapsing by using fully static 

CMOS and mixed static CMOS/pass-transistor design makes it easier to achieve the high 

performance of the circuits. 

A New Idea of Combining Placement with Technology Mapping: A new idea 

of combining placement with technology mapping is presented in the Chapter 5. With the 

semiconductor technology shrinks down to the deep sub-micron region, many new problems 

need to be solved, such as dynamic library, interconnect wire issue and integrated EDA tools 

of different design level etc.. Parts of our work address the key issues for the next generatiton 

VLSI CAD tools. We proposed our ideas to deal with the problems for tomorrow's CAD. 

Concusion and Future Work: We conclude our work and point out the future research 

directions in Chapter 6. 
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2 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Transistor Sizing 

The designer of a VLSI circuit must consider not only functional correctness but timing 

behavior. Usually, there is some specification of how quickly the circuit must produce its 

output. Once a schematic, transistor-level description of the circuit is produced, it must be 

forced to meet the delay constraint. This is done by assigning sizes to the transistors. Increasing 

the size of transistors in a VLSI circuit tends to decrease the delay through the circuit, but at 

the cost of increasing its area. While transistor area is usually only a small component of total 

chip area, this is only because transistor sizes are usually "reasonable". Minimizing delay can 

result in huge transistors beyond a certain point, however, larger transistors actually increase 

delay. Actual minimization of the circuit's delay is usually not required. Instead, the delay 

must be reduced to meet the specified constraint. Given a delay model, some expression for 

maximum delay through the circuit can be derived. It is thus possible to view the problem as 

one of constrained minimization: 

minimize Area (2.1) 

subject to Delay < Tgpec 

The property of the transistor sizing problem is: the objective function is quite simple, but 

the constraint is both highly non-lineax and expensive to compute - even finding a feasible 

solution is very difficult. The major difficulty is that circuit delay is the maximum path delay, 

and there are a combinatoric number of paths through the circuit [76]. Circuit designers avoid 

considering all these paths by using intuition and heuristics. After some initial configuration 

is chosen, simulation and timing analyses are run on the circuit to find its critical paths - the 
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paths through the circuit whose delay exceed the constraints - ajid the designers reduce these 

paths' delay sufficiently. Now some other paths may be critical, so the process iterates until 

the mzLximum delay through the circuit is satisfactory. 

Transistor sizing is also Ccilled repowering. i.e., changing the sizes of various transistors. It 

is a powerful technique that has the minimum impact on the layout. The size of a transistor 

is measured in terms of its channel width, since the channel lengths of MOS transistors in a 

digital circuit are generally uniform. While a combinational CMOS circuit with minimum-

sized transistors has a small area, its delay may not be acceptable. It is often possible to 

reduce the delay of such a circuit at the expense of incresised area by increasing the sizes of 

certain transistors in the circuit. Hence making the circuit faster usually entails the penalty of 

increased circuit area. The well-studied optimization problem that deals with this area-delay 

tradeoff is known as the transistor sizing problem. 

Figinre 2.1 shows a chain of three CMOS inverters. For simplicity, we assume that the 

size of G2 is w2 and the sizes of other gates are fixed. Let D be the total delay through the 

three gates and d2 be the delay of G2. Consider the effect of increasing w2. This causes the 

magnitude of the output current of G2 to increase ajid d2 to decrease monotonically. However, 

increasing w2 also increases the capacitive load on the output of Gl, thus slowing down the 

output transition of 01. Beyond a certain point, w2 = A. the total delay D begins to increase 

with respect to w2. which shows the noamonotonicity of the delay-area relationship for the 

circuit. 

a 

A 

(b l  

Figiire 2.1 A transistor sizing example 
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Transistor sizing is a conventional technique for reducing the circuit delay [34. 47. 53. 54. 

67. 68 , 72], A larger driver at the source has a stronger driving capability (or equivalently. 

smaller effective driver resistance), reducing the circuit delay. But a larger driver also means 

a heavier load (large sink capacitance) to the the previous stage and thus increases its delay. 

The transistor sizing problem is to determine the optimal size of each driver to minimize the 

circuit delay. 

The transistor sizing problem has been approached using both sensitivity based methods 

and mathematical optimization based methods [76]. 

2.1.1 Sensitivity Based Transistor Sizing 

Fishburn and Dunlop [37] studied the transistor sizing problems for synchronous MOS 

circuits. Let xi, • • • Xj • • • Xn be the transistor sizes, A the total Jirea of transistors and T the 

clock period. If K" is a positive constant, there are three forms for the transistor sizing problem 

as follows; 

1 Minimize A subject to the constraint T < K 

2 Minimize T subject to the constraint A < K 

3 Minimize AT^ 

Let a transistor be modeled by the switch level model, the gate, source and drain ca

pacitance are all proportioned to the transistor size, and the effective resistance is inversely 

proportional to it. A CMOS gate will be modeled by a distributed /?C network. The Elmore 

delay is used to compute the worst-case delay of the gate, which is the delay through the 

highest resistive path in the RO network. The delay of a PI-PO is the sum of delays through 

all gates in the path. It is not difficult to verify that the delay of a PI-PO path can be written 

into this form: 

where the Oy and bi are nonnegative constants. The above equation and the area A = are 

posynomials and the transistor sizing problem of the three forms are all posynomials programs. 

b, 
(2.2) 
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Even though posynomials programming methods can be used to optimally solve the three forms 

of the transistor sizing problem, it is computationally expensive to be used for an entire circuit. 

Thus the transistor sizing tool TILOS (Timed Logic Synthesizer) was developed to minimize 

.4 subject to T < if based on the following scheme: First, the minimal size is assigned to 

all transistors. Then timing analysis is performed to find the critical delay T. If T is larger 

than K. the sensitivities of all transistors related to the critical path will be computed. The 

sensitivity is defined as the delay reduction due to per transistor size increment. The size of the 

transistor with the largest sensitivity will be multiplied by a user defined factor (BUMPSIZE) 

and the algorithms goes to the timing analysis again. This procedure will be terminated when 

the timing specification is satisfied or there is no improvement. 

2.1.2 Mathematical Programming Based Transistor Sizing 

Studies have been done to formulate the transistor sizing problem as mathematical pro

gramming problems to obtain an optimal solution. Method in [5] solves the transistor sizing 

problem with linear programming. [6] solves the sizing problem based on the piecewise linezir 

simulation. Methods in [20, 46, 69] formulate the transistor sizing problem as nonlinear pro

grams and solve them by the method of Lagrangian multipliers. Methods in [28. 48, 18] apply 

the following two-step iterations. First, the delay budget is distributed to each gate: Then, the 

transistor in each gate are sized optimally to satisfy the time budget. Later, a two-phase algo

rithm is presented in [90] to minimize the circuit area under timing constraints: first. TILOS is 

used to generate an initial solution: then, a mathematic optimization is formulated and solved 

by using feasible directions to find the optimal solution. Sapatnekar [85. 83, 84] develops a 

trajisistor sizing tool iCONTRAST to minimize the circuit area under timing constraints. It 

employs the analytical delay model developed in [45] which can consider the waveform slope of 

input signals to transistors. Under the delay model, the transistor sizing problem is a posyn

omials program that can be transformed into a convex program and the convex progranoming 

method [97] is implemented to solve the transformed problem. 
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2.2 Buffer Insertion 

The process of inserting buffers at the output of some gates in the circuit can be used for 

timing optimization. Buffer insertion is a technique that is used either to increase the driving 

power of a path in a circuit, or to isolate the most critical paths from the noncritical paths 

so that buflFer insertion can achieve fanout optimization of those gates. Buffer positions and 

buffer sizes should be considered in the buffer insertion process for optimal solutions. 

The buffer insertion problem can be stated as: Given a CMOS circuit C. find the positions 

and sizes of buffers such that the circuit has the minimum area with satisfying the timing 

constraints. 

Existing procedures for buffer optimization consider the following issues: 

Buffer Position: In [92], the input to the algorithm is a combinational circuit consisting 

of gates implemented in a target technology. If the circuit does not meet the timing constraints, 

the algorithm iteratively reduces the violation in the constraints by applying fanout correction 

at multiple fanout gates. The fanout correction procedure uses buffers to isolate the high 

critical paths from noncritical paths. For the purpose of applying fanout correction on the 

circuit, gates with a Icirge number of fanouts on the critical path are good candidates. 

Buffer Sizing: The work in [59] builds a fanout chain of cascaded buffers which are in the 

library. The procedure enumerates all the possibilities for selecting the optimal buffers to get 

the optimal solution. The algorithm in [45] derives a timing model for CMOS combinational 

logic based on an analytical solution for the CMOS inverter output responsing to an input 

ramp. This model is then used to calculate the optimal sizes of each buffer in a chain. 

2.3 Technology Mapping 

Technology mapping as a cornerstone in logic synthesis has been well studied in the past. 

Existing technology mapping techniques can be classified into four categories: rule-based mafH 

ping [43], graph matching [55], direct mapping [63] and functional mapping [66]. 

Rule-based mapping [43] incorporates logic and circuit level manipulation and optimiza

tion techniques. The method uses library which describes alternative circuit implementations 
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in a rule (if - then form). Competing alternatives are evaluated by implementing each in turn. 

Graph mapping [55] treats a circuit as a DAG (directed acyclic graph) in which the 

labels of the vertices in the graph correspond to the Boolean operators NAND. NOT etc.. and 

the edges are directed from outputs to inputs. The program takes technology-independent 

description of a combinational circuit (Gc) and a list of patterns describing both the cells in 

the technology and local transformations. The algorithm creates a technology bound circuit 

(Gt) by partitioning the circuit into a forest of trees and then uses a tree pattern matching 

algorithm to match the individual tree. 

Direct mapping [63] uses an approach that directly translates each node or function 

of a multilevel network into a gate of a target library. Direct mapping requires that all the 

nodes of the optimized Boolean network represent implementable gates. After all nodes are 

made implementable. each of the sum of products/products of sums nodes of the networks is 

translated into a gate from the library. 

Functional mapping [66] provides an approach where matchings are recognized by means 

of Boolean operations. A Boolean match can be determined by verifying that there exists a 

matching of the input variables such that the target function / and the library fimction g are 

a tautology. 

Technology mapping techniques have been employed over the past decade for the circuit 

optimization. It allows translation of a technology-independent logic description into a library-

specific (technology-dependent) implementation. In the matching/covering step, each subject 

graph is implemented using elements from the technology library. All possible matches to 

library elements are found for each subnetwork within each subject graph. An optimal set 

of matching library elements is then selected from sets of possible matches to realize the 

network from elements of the library. Of all aspects of algorithmic technology mapping, the 

matching/covering step has received the most attention over the years [91, 96], since it has the 

biggest impact on the quality of the results and is potentially very expensive computationally. 

Matching algorithm can be classified as either structural or Boolean. Structural matching 

was first proposed by Keutzer, and has since been used in subsequent technology mappers, 
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such as MIS. With structural matching, each library is decomposed into a graph composed 

of base functions, called pattern graphs. A library element may have more than one pattern 

graph associated with it. representing the multiple possible decompositions of that element to 

allow the covering routine to find the best matching element later on. A tree-based matching 

routine can then recursively determine which pattern graphs are isomorphic to a subgraph of 

the subject graph. The subgraph is then annotated with the set of possible matches along 

with their costs. Dynamic programming techniques can then be used to find the optimum 

cover of the subject graph with elements from the library in linear time. Although structural 

techniques axe computationally feasible, they do not exploit all properties of Boolean functions -

such as don'tcare information-during library binding, leading to solutions of inferior quality. In 

contrast, by using Boolean techniques in the matching/covering phase. Don'tcare information 

can be exploited to find a better cover for the network at a cost of increased computational 

complexity. With Boolean matching, each library element's function is represented by an 

ordered binary decision diagram(OBDD). called a pattern function. Each subnetwork of the 

subject graph is also represented by its OBDD. called a cluster function. Diuring the matching 

phase, each cluster function is tested for equivalence against the pattern function in the library 

by fixing the variable order in one OBDD and then permuting the order of the variables in the 

other OBDD until a match is found. 

2.4 Placement 

In our work, we use GORDIAN [58] as our placement engine. Figure 2.2 shows the overview 

placement precedure. It formulates the placement as — Xj)- + (y; — x, and y, 

are the coordinates of cell i. The objective function can be written in matrix form 

$(x,y) = ix^Cx-rfTx-t-^y'^Cy-l-d^y: (2.3) 

The basic idea of it is that at the top optimization level (/ = 0), all m modules to be placed 

belong to the root region which covers the whole placement cirea available to the modules. 

Then it solves the quadratic programming problem. According to the module coordinates, if 

there is overlap, then it partitions the region into two parts. The sums of the module areas of 
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Input 

Gate level 

netlisi 

module coordinates Global Optimization 
Minimization of square 
wire length by using 
conjugate gradient method J. posmonrng constraints 

Fmal Placement 

Partitioning of the module^ 

and dissection of the 

placement region 

Figiire 2.2 Data flow in the placement procedure 

both subregions determine the dissection of the original region. Then it puts the constraints of 

the region followed by solving the quadratic programming problem again. At the Ith level of 

optimization, the placement area is divided into q <2 regions p €. where is the index 

set of the regions on level 1. The centers {up.Vp) of these regions impose constraints on the 

global placement of the modules: A''^x = such that the area weighted mean vsdue of the 

coordinates of modules u. i.e., the center of gravity, corresponds to the center of region p. The 

matrix A^'^ is determined by the following way. The entries of the < qxm > —matrix 

depend on which module belongs to which region p. 
p 

if u G region p 
Fu is the area of the module u. Figure 2.3 shows the 

0 otherwise 
build-up of matrix A. 

The placement problem now becomes solving 

$(x,y) = ix^Cx —djx +^y^Cy + dyY;subject toA^''x = (2.4) 

It divides A into two parts, A < q x m >= 
D <qxq> 

B <qxm—q> 

. D is a diagonal matrix made 

of non zero entries of A. Correspondingly, it also divides x into x = 
*i<in—q> 

total number of the modules need to be placed, q is the region number, so 

*d<q> 
, m is the 
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(1) I 
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J 
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0 0 0 X X X 

Figure 2.3 The constraints for global placement 

fDB] 

Ax = u => 

Xd = u =>> 

Xd = —D ^Bxj + D 

Xd, -D-^B 

, 1 Q
 

1 

x = 

Xi I 
Xi + 

0 

it denotes 

-D-^B 
Z = 

it needs to solve 

and xo = 
D-^u 

0 

y) = X + y' 

as $(x, y) = 4'{x)+f2(y). It present of solving ̂ '(x) for an example. So the linearly constrained 

quadratic programming LQP 

min^(x) = ix'^Cx + dxKA^'^x = (2.6) 
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is transfered to unconstrained quadratic programming UQP: 

min'I'(xi) = ^x^Z^Cx; + c^Xi (2.7) 

with = (CXQ + d)^Z. it sets ^(x) = Z^CZxj + = 0: so 

Z'^CZxi = -c"^: (2.8) 

Thus to determine the global minimum solution of Equation 2.4. simply means to solve the 

Equation 2.8 system. After getting Xj. x can be calculate as x = Zxj + xq. 

It is difficult to solve Equation 2.8 by using direct solver and iterative methods. For this 

class of problems, the well-suited solution is the conjugate-gradient method [78]. 

The attractiveness of solving Z'^CZxj = —by conjugate-gradient-method is that we do 

not need to multiply Z^CZ explicitly. The solution is carried out by generating a succession 

of search directions pk and improved minimizers x^. At each stage quantity a.^ is found that 

minimizes /(xk -I- OkPk)- (where /(x) = ^x'^Cx -I- djx) and Xk+i is set equal to the new 

point Xk -l-apk. The Pk and Xk are built up in such a way that Xk+i is also the minimizer of 

function / over the whole vector space of directions already taken. (Pi-Psi- Pk)- After some 

iterations, you will arrive at the minimizer over the entire vector space. 

The method builds the following recurrence. 

" piTZ-t'cZpk 

Tk+i = fk - OkZ'^CZpk 

rim = fir - ak(Z'^CZ)'rpi^ 

Q _ rk-Mrit+i 
ricFic 

Pk+1 = Tk + ̂ kPk 

Pk+1 = fir + /3kPic 

*k+l ~ *k "I" Q'kPk 

If ^ method stops. 

The pseudo code is as followings. 

k=0, ii = 0 

.hile IZlcz^ > ^ 
| C '  I  
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k = k + 1 

if k = 1 

n = —c'^ — z^czxi 

FT = ri 

Pi = zffe 

Pi~ z^cz 

else 
/J rit+iric+i 

fiTrk 
Pk = Tk-i + Ac-lPk-l 

"fc = plTZ^^CZpk 
Tk = Tk-l — Q!k-lZ'^CZpic_i 

fk = nTT - «ki (z'^cz)'^p]^ 

Xk = Xk-1 + Q!k_iP|c_i 
end 

X = XK 

end 

2.5 Static Timing Analyzer 

The purpose of Static Timing Analyzer is to analyze the circuit delay ajid to find the 

critical path. We develop a Static Timing Analyzer according to PERT (Program Evaluation 

and Review Technique) [57]. PERT is a method to determine the delay of a circuit, given the 

individual gate delays. The procedure is illustrated by means of a simple example. Consider 

Figure 2.4. where each box represents a gate. The number within the box represents the delay 

associated with it. We assume that the worst case arrival time for transition at any primary 

input, i.e., at the inputs A.B,C, and D is 0. 

A component is ready for evaluation when the signal arrival time information is arrived 

for all of its inputs. Initially, since signal arrival times are known only at the primary inputs, 

only those components that are fed solely by primary inputs are ready for processing. In the 

example, components A,B,C and D aure ready. These are placed in a queue and are scheduled 

to be processed. 

In the iterative process, the component at the head of the queue is scheduled for processing. 

Each processing step consists of 
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• Finding the maximum of all worst case arrival times of inputs to the component. 

• Adding the delay of the component to the latest arriving input time, to obtain the worst 

case output transition. 

• Checking all of the components that are the current component fanouts. to find out 

whether they are ready for processing. If so. the component is added to the tail of the 

queue. 

The iterations end when the queue is empty. 

Outline of Algorithm 

put all primary input into a queue 

for each gate g in the circuit 

ready .for .queuing = 0; 

end for 

while(queue is not empty) 

{ 
qh = the head of the queue 

calculate qh's delay 

for each fanout gate g of qh 

ready .for.queuing = ready .for .queuing + 1; 

if (read.f or .queuing eq to input numbers) 

put g into the tail of the queue 

end for 

(remove the head of the queue.) 

the head of the queue = the next entry of the the queue head 

} 

In the example shown in Figure 2.4, the aJgorithm is executed as follows: 

• Step 1. A, B, C and D are placed in the queue. 

• Step 2. A is scheduled. The latest input transition for A is 0, the delay of A is 1; hence, 

the latest output transition for A is at time (0+1) = 1. No additional components are 

ready for processing. 
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-Ijl-r. 

Figure 2.4 PERT 

• Step 3. B is scheduled. The latest output transition is at time (0+3) = 3. No additional 

components are ready for processing. 

• Step 4. C is scheduled. The latest output transition is at time(0+l) = 1. E is now ready 

for processing and is placed at the tail of the queue. 

• Step 5. D is scheduled. Worst case output transition is at (0+2) = 2. 

• Step 6. E is scheduled. Latest output transition is at (3+l)=4. F and G are ready to be 

processed and are added to the tail of the queue. 

• Step 7. F is scheduled. Worst case output transition is at (4+1) = 5. 

• Step 8. G is scheduled. Worst case output transition is at (4+2) =6. H is now ready 

and is added to the tail of the queue. 

• Step 9. H is scheduled. Worst case output transition is at (6+3) = 9. The queue is 

empty and the aigorithm terminated. 

The critical path, defined as the path between an input and output with the maximum 

delay, can now easily be found by using a traceback method. Beginning at a component whose 

output is a primary output with the latest transition time, the latest arriving input to this 

component is found. The process is repeated recursively until a primary input is reached. In 

the Figure 2.4, the critical path is B-El-G-H, shown in bold lines. 
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We use the Ehnore delay model for our transistor sizing and buffer insertion. The motiva

tion for the definition of Elmore delay is as follows: 

Figure 2.5 illustrates the output waveform, e(i). of an RC network, in response to a unit 

step excitation at its input. The delay time should be measiured from t=0. when the input 

step transient voltage reaches the 50% point. Elmore suggested that the center of area of the 

region under the curve e'{t), shown in Figure 2.5(b), would serve as a reasonable estimate to 

the delay, i.e.. 

r°° 
Td= / te'(t)dt 

Jo 
(2.9) 

Moreover, the quantity Tj is also the area above the step response, eis shown in Figure 2.5 

(c). This can be seen by performing integration by parts, as shown below: 

Td = te'{t)dt = /o°°[l - e{t)]dt - f[l - e(«)] 
oc 

0 
= /o"[l-e(0]di-

Here, we make use of the fact that limj-Kjo ^[1 — c(i)] = 0. since e{t) —v 1 exponentially as 

t —> oc. 

e(t) 

e'(t)t 
(a) 

e(t) 

\ 
1) 

t (b) t 

(c) 

Figure 2.5 Elmore delay definition 
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For the special case of a RC tree, the Elmore delay from input to node i in the RC tree is 

given by the expression [80]: 

Tdi — ^ RijCj. 
]=0 

(2.10) 

where Cj is the grounded capacitor at node j. R,j is the common resistance of the path from 

input to node i and the path from input to node j. 

For example, for the RC tree shown in Figure 2.6. the delay Tdnr to node 7 is given by 

Tdnj = RlCl-hRl-C2 + RlC3 + Rl-CA + Rl-C5 + {Rl + R6) • C6 + {Rl + R6 + R7) • 

C7 + {Rl + R6 + R7) • C8. 

A/WW T  "  D i ' 

"T 

T 
"T 

R5 

U/WW4-—A/WWV^ 
-T- C4 -r C 

P-? * RX * 

U/vw\A-f-^ywv^-^—wwvs" 

i I • 

Figure 2.6 RC tree 

2.6 Binary Decision Diagram 

The manipulation of Boolean function is a fundamental part of technology mapping and we 

use binary decision diagrams (BDDs) in our work on global gate collapsing. The performance of 

the technology mapping systems greatly depends on the efficiency with which Boolean functions 

are manipulated. A good data structure is key to efficient Boolean function manipulation. 

Because classical methods are impractical for large-scale problems, it has been necessary to 

develop an efficient method for representing practical Boolean functions. The basic concept of 

Binary Decision Diagrams (BDDs), which are graphic representations of Boolean functions, was 

introduced in [2], and efficient methods for manipulating BDDs were developed in [11]. BDDs 

have attracted the attention of many reseau-chers because of their suitability for representing 

Boolean functions. One attractive feature of BDDs is known that many practical ftmctions 

can be represented by BDDs of feasible sizes. 
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A Binary Decision Diagram (BDD) is a directed acyclic graph with two terminal nodes 

called the 0-terminal node and l-terminal node, which represent the Boolean values 0 and 

1, respectively. Each nonterminal node has an index to identify an input variable of the 

Boolean function and has two outgoing edges called the 0-edge and 1-edge. corresponding to 

an assignment of the variables to Boolean values 0 and 1. respectively. 

Figure 2.7 shows the BDD representation of the Boolean function F = AB + CD. For the 

assignment (ABCD) = (1011). the Boolean value of the fimction can be evaluated by traversing 

the BDD along the darkened edges. 

In mstny cases. BDD are generated as the results of logic operations and techniques for 

combining BDDs under various logic operations are described in [11. 13]. 

F = AB+CD 

Figure 2.7 BDD 
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3 COMBINED TRANSISTOR SIZING AND BUFFER INSERTION 

While a combinational CMOS circuit with minimum-sized transistors has a small area, its 

delay may not be acceptable. It is often possible to reduce the delay of such a circuit at the 

expense of increased area by increasing the sizes of certain trajisistors in the circuit. The well-

studied optimization problem that deals with this area-delay tradeoff is known as the sizing 

problem [37. 85, 9] and it is often formulated as 

minimize Area (3.1) 

subject to Delay < T^pec 

In some formulations, it is the power that is minimized instead of the area. For edge-triggered 

circuits, we need consider only one combinational subcircuit at a time, minimizing its area 

while meeting the timing requirements that state that the delay of each combinational segment 

should satisfy the clock period. Therefore, the problem of sizing even a very large circuit can 

be decomposed into individual problems of sizing individual combinational blocks to meet the 

clock period, and the problem complexity is considerably reduced. For the remainder of this 

chapter, we will therefore assume that the circuit is purely combinational. 

For a given combinational circuit, the nature of the area-delay tradeoff curve for gate sizing 

is as shown in Figure 3.1. Typically, a small amount of sizing is adequate to reduce the delay 

corresponding to the unsized circuit, dunsized- order to meet a louse delay specification. 

However, as the specification is tightened, the circuit has to be sized by greater degrees, until 

we reach the knee of the curve where it must be sized tremendously to achieve further delay 

reduction. Further, it is impossible to reduce the delay of a circuit indefinitely through sizing, 

and there is a minimum achievable delay, dmim that cannot be bettered through sizing. 

Note that gate sizing does not change the topology of the circuit, but merely changes the 
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' Area 

Delay 

d unsized 

Figure 3.1 Area-delay curve for sizing 

sizes of individual transistors within gates. We note that some gates in a circuit can be sized 

excessively because of the large loads that they drive. The appropriate insertion of buffers in 

a circuit can be used to prevent excessive sizing while meeting delay specifications. In fact, 

as we will see. buffer insertion in conjunction with sizing often permits greater circuit delay 

reductions than sizing alone. 

Traditionally, gate sizing and buffer insertion (the "fanout problem") [92. 7] have been 

carried out separately and at different stages of the design process ̂  However, as sizing changes 

the capacitances driven by various gates, the locations of high-capacitance nodes are accurately 

established only during sizing, and any optimizations performed before sizing are necessarily 

based only on educated guesses. Therefore, it is useful to combine the two optimizations into 

a single step, and this is the objective of this research. 

In this chapter, we first present the delay model used here, and then list the situations in 

which it is advantageous to insert buffers. Next, we present an algorithm to combine sizing 

with buffer insertion, amd show that the application of these two transformations in unison can 

provide significant benefits. 

'The fanout problem, however, only tackles what we will later refer to as Type B buffer insertion. 
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3.1 Delay and Area Modeling 

3.1.1 Transistor Level Modeling 

We first show how an n-transistor of width Wn.i is modeled by a set of capacitances and 

resistors. A p-transistor of width u;p,, is similarly modeled. Since aJl the transistors are set 

to minimiim length, the capacitances can be modeled in terms of only the transistor widths. 

For an n-transistor. we can write the sonrce/drain capacitance Csdn, = C'd.ni " ^n.i + Cd.n2-

and the gate capacitance as Cgn, = C'g.m • Wn.i + Cg^nn- where Cd.n\^Cd.n-y- and Cg,n2 are 

constants. The on-resistance. of an n transistor is given by i2t„ = As in previous 

work (for example, [37, 85]). the circuit area is modeled as the simi of ail transistor sizes. 

At the gate level, each gate G, is modeled by an equivalent inverter, parameterized with all 

n-( p— ) transistor sizes set to Wn.i {wp^i). In this implementation, only static CMOS gates are 

considered. All transistors of the same type in a gate are assiuned to have a uniform size. The 

ideas presented in this work are also applicable to the case where every transistor is allowed 

to have a different size. The pull-up (pull-down) structure is represented by an equivalent 

inverter with a p-transistor (n-transistor) size of Sp_i {Sn.i) that corresponds to the worst-case 

situation: this number is referred to as the gate size. The relation between the gate sizes in 

the equivalent inverter and transistor widths in the gate can easily be computed for various 

type of gates. For example, for a A:-input NAND gate, 5„., = Wn.i/k- Sp^t = ^p.i '• 

The capacitance loading, Ci, of gate Gj can be calculated from the transistor sizes of its 

fanouts as follows: 

CL — Ylj^fanoutS^9''^j ^9Pj^ ^intrinsic "I" Cxuire (3-2) 

where Cintrtnsic corresponds to the source and drain capacitance connected to the output node 

of Gf The wire capacitance values are based on the placement. 

^Notice that Sp., is W p . ,  (and not fc • W p . , )  since in the worst case, only one of the k  transistors in parallel 
will be on. 
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3.1.2 Delay Computations 

We first demonstrate the calculation of the step delay, i.e.. the delay under the assumption 

that the input to each gate is a step transition with zero transition time. Next, we will show 

how this assumption is relaxed to allow for the realistic case where nonzero treinsition times 

are possible. 

The Elmore fall step delay. . of gate G, can then be obtained from and Sn.i as [36. 80] 

To allow for the effect of nonstep input transitions, we use the inverter delay model pre

sented in [49]. The effect of the input-to-output coupling capacitance and input slope effects 

are considered in this model. Consider the CMOS inverter structure driving a load CL, as 

shown in Figure 3.2. where Cs( is the coupling capacitance between the input and the output 

nodes. When the applied input is the ramp 

Rn • Cl 
^/..step - c 

R. 'CI  The rise delay is similarly obtained as fr,,step Sp , • 

(3.3) 

Figure 3.2 CMOS inverter structure 

/ 

0 t < 0 

V.n = 0 < t < T  ,  (3.4) 

^DD t 

where r is the slope of the input ramp, the delay is given by 

(3.5) 
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Here, vj-.w is where VV.v is the threshold voltage of the n-transistor and Vpo is the 

supply voltage. Typical values of VTX and which we use in this work, are 0.2 and 0.1. 

respectively [49]. The term f/,,step corresponds to the step input response corresponding to 

the fall transition. A similar expression is used for the rise transition. The value of r is taken 

to be twice the Elmore delay of the preceding gate, as in [85]. 

Using this method to calculate the delays of individual gates, the PERT procedure is used 

to find the critical path in the circuit as in [37]. 

The proposed algorithm also requires the computation of the sensitivity of the gate delay 

with respect to a gate size. It is well-known [37] that the step delay sensitivity to a gate size 

can be computed by considering only that gate (whose resistance is affected by the gate size) 

and its fanin gates (whose load capacitances are affected by the size of that gate). Therefore, 

the delay sensitivity computation under step inputs is a very local computation. 

Under the improved delay model above that considers input transition times, the size of a 

gate affects not only the delay of that gate and its fanin gates, but also the delay of all gates in 

the trcinsitive fanout. The delays of the gates in the transitive fanout depend on the value of 

their input slew rates (r values), which in turn, are dependent on the delay of the current gate. 

However, it can easily be shown from the application of Equation (3.5) that for real parameter 

values, the effect of changing a gate size is vastly diluted as one moves further and further aw^ay 

from the gate along its transitive fanout. For real circuits, we found that the size of a gate 

affects only the current gate, its fanin gates, its immediate fanout gates, and their fanouts. 

Therefore, for all practical purposes, the sensitivity computation remains an inexpensive local 

computation, even under the improved delay model that considers input transition times. 

3.2 Buffer Insertion 

The essential idea of buffer insertion is to reduce the delay at high capacitance nodes by 

reducing the load on the driving gate. To maintain signal polarities, we assume that each 

buffer consists of a pair of inverters that may be sized appropriately. Thus, the addition of 

each buffer implies the addition of four new transistors to the circuit. 
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3.2.1 Notions of Criticality 

As a preliminary step, we define a critical path as any path that violates the timing spec

ification. We also explain a nonquantitative and somewhat fuzzy term that we term as the 

criticality of a path. Roughly speaking, the criticality of a path is dependent on the magnitude 

of the violation, so that paths with large violations are identified as being highly critical, and 

those with small violations are only mildly critical. This notion is important since we observe 

that the greater the criticality of the path, the larger the amount of sizing required for the 

path to meet specifications. Later in this chapter, we will work towards developing measures 

to quantify the criticality of a path. 

Generally speaking, it has been our experience that buffer insertion is useful only for highly 

critical paths. This experience is based on our experimental results which use a measure of 

criticality, developed later in this chapter, to quantify the criticality of a path. For mildly 

critical paths, it may be more advantageous to use sizing than bufiier insertion. The intuition 

behind this is that mildly critical paths can be made to meet timing specifications through a 

small amount of sizing: inserting a buffer implies an increase in area corresponding to the four 

new transistors that constitute the buffer, which is likely to be larger. Moreover, the addition 

of an excessive number of buffers can actually increase the delay of some paths of the circuit, 

and therefore we add them only where we must, namely, to reduce the delays ou the highly 

critical paths. 

3.2.2 Types of Buffer Insertion Strategies 

We identify two situations in which the insertion of buffers is advantageous, which we will 

refer to as Type A and Type B buffer insertion scenarios, respectively. As shorthand notation, 

we will refer to an output H ol a. gate G being highly critical if some highly critical path passes 

through gates G and if; similarly, we also refer to mildly critical and noncritical outputs. 

Type A If a gate whose outputs are all highly critical drives a large capacitive fanout, buffer 

insertion can help in reducing the delays of these paths. Figure 3.3 shows the situation of 
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type A buffer insertion^. By choosing an appropriate size of buffer, the fanout capacitance 

of Gate G may become smaller, and sum of the delays of the buffer and Gate G may be 

smaller than the delay of Gate G in the unbuffered circuit. 

Type B If a gate has some highly critical outputs and some mildly critical and noncritical 

outputs, then one may isolate the capacitance of the noncritical outputs from the highly 

critical path by inserting a buffer, as shown in Figure 3.4. The mildly critical paths 

constitute a gray area and must be assigned to be either critical or noncritical. based 

on measures that we will develop later in this chapter. Since the fanout capacitance of 

gate G becomes smaller, the RC delay of G is reduced, and therefore, the delay along 

the highly critical paths is reduced. 

As a side-effect, the delay along the noncritical paths may be increased. The additional 

delay introduced along noncritical paths that became critical after buffer insertion, can 

be made to meet specifications through a small amount of sizing. 

htf hiy cndcii 

hi^hlv cnticaJ 
Buffer 

highly cnticaJ 

highly cnticaJ 

Figure 3.3 Type A buffer insertion 

The challenge here is to quantify mecisures of criticality. and to use them to determine 

appropriate locations for buffer insertion. 

Interestingly, the work in [87] that was performed independently also uses similar terminol

ogy for Type A and Type B buffers. However, that work concentrates on reducing wire delay 

^The essenticd idea here is not dissimilar to the Mead-Conway idea of using chains of inverters to drive a 
large load, with a ratio of e minimizing the delay. However, we differ in the following ways: (a) our objective 
is not to minimize the delay but to meet a specification (b) if the circuit as a whole is anything other than a 
chain of inverters, it is not possible to use the constant-ratio idea to minimize the delay of the circuit. 
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Figiire 3.4 Type B buflFer insertion 

at the post-layout phase, aji issue that we do not address here. 

3.2.3 Examining the Effect of Buffer Insertion 

We will examine the effect of buffer insertion through a simple example. Consider the gate 

G shown in Figiure 3.5 driving gates Ga-GbiGc. - • • - Gf. If all of the outputs are on highly 

critical paths, then we would insert a Type A buffer immediately after G. driving all fanouts. 

The insertion of this buffer would change the fanout capacitance of G and therefore, its delay 

would change from Dc.oid to Do.new If the delay of the buffer is Dbaf. then the change in the 

delay to the most critical output would be Dc.new + ^&u/ — Dc,oid- since all other gate delays 

in the circuit would be unaffected. For the buffer insertion to be advantageous, this value must 

be negative. 

- r, a 

#-

Figure 3.5 The effect of buffer insertion 
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Note also that this transformation would change the delay of any path passing through G 

by the same amount, and would therefore decrease it: for ajiy path that does not pass through 

G, the delay remains unaffected. Therefore, this transformation either reduces the delay at 

each primary output, or leaves it unaffected. 

If we consider Type B buffer insertion in Figm-e 3.5. and let us now jissume that Ga and 

Gf, are highly critical. Ge and G/ are noncritical. and Gc and Gd are critical, but not highly 

critical. We will refer to a gate G, as being buffered if the Type B buffer is placed between the 

output of G and Gi. and we will consider it unbuffered otherwise. We can now place a single 

Type B buffer using the following ideas: 

• Ga and Gb must certainly be unbuffered. 

• Ge and Gf should be buffered, since they only add to the capacitance being driven 

by gate G. Although it is possible that Ge and Gf may become critical outputs after 

buffer insertion, they would, at worst, probably be very mildly critical since they were 

noncritical before buffer insertion. 

• The key issue is the status of Gc and Gd- If they are buffered, then they may become 

highly critical after buffer insertion. On the other hand, if they are not buffered, the 

capacitance at G may be too high and the delay of gate G may not be reduced sufficiently 

by buffer insertion. Therefore, the best solution may either buffer off none. one. or two of 

the gates Gc and Gd, and a good criterion is required to determine which of these should 

be chosen. 

3.2.4 On Complexity and Convexity Issues 

The transistor sizing problem is well known to be equivalent to a convex programming 

problem [37, 85] when the topology of the circuit is fixed, since the area objective and the 

circuit path delays can be represented as posynomiaJ [35] functions of the trajisistor sizes'*. 

posynomial is a function p of a positive variable w e R" that has the form p(w) = 1} FliUi ' • 
where the exponents q,j 6 R and the coefficients 7, > 0. Roughly speaking, a posynomial is a function that is 
similar to a polynomial, except that (a) the coefficients 7j must be positive, and (b) an exponent a,j could be 
cmy real number, and not necessarily a positive integer, unlike the Ccise of polynomiails. A posynomial has the 
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However, when the structiu-e of the circuit is allowed to change, this is no longer true. If 

there are b possible buffer locations associated with a path, then there are b possible delay 

functions fi.fo-" fb (each a posynomial). of which one (or at most a few) is optimal. Note 

that an optimal circuit is the circuit with the minimum area for the given delay specification. 

The path delay is thus fi or /2 or • • • /&. which cannot be represented as a convex programming 

problem (it may, however, be written as an mixed integer nonlinear programming problem), 

and its solution is not easy to find. A second pointer to its diflBculty is that even a special 

restriction of the problem, that of finding the optimal locations for Type B buffers in an unsized 

circuit, is NP-complete [7]. Therefore, we resort to heuristic methods for solving the problem. 

3.3 Outline of the Algorithm 

The procedme developed here enhances the TILOS algorithm [37] which operates itcra-

tively. identifying the most critical path in every iteration. The sensitivity of the path delay, 

D. to the area. A, given by dDfdA. is computed for all of the transistors along the critical 

path, and the trcinsistor with the most negative sensitivity is bumped up by a factor. Bumpsize. 

Bumpsize is typically set to a value that is just larger than one, and values between 1.1 and 

1.5 have been seen to work well. The procedure continues until all timing specifications are 

met. 

As in the TILOS algorithm, we begin with the unsized circuit as provided to us. We 

continue optimizing the circuit until all the delay constraints are met at every circuit output. 

Until that is achieved, in each iteration, we identify the most critical path, i.e., the path with 

the largest violation of the timing specification. We attempt to improve the delay along this 

path by one of several possible transformations 

• bumping up the size of some transistor along the path 

• inserting a Type A buffer along the critical path 

• inserting a Type B buffer to isolate noacritical paths firom critical paths 

useful property that it can be mapped onto a conve.x function through an elementarv variable transformation 
[35] (u,-,) = (e") 
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The general philosophy behind the algorithm is shown below. It should be stressed that 

although this is the general philosophy, the actual implementation is somewhat different and 

will be elaborated on in subsequent sections. 

minimum-delay = minimum-sized circuit delay 

Initialization (all gate sizes are set to minimum values) 

While (delays at all primary outputs are not — Tspec^ { 
Compare path delays with Tgpec s^d find the most critical path 

For all gates on the critical path { 

Estimate figure of merit of bumping up a transistor 

Estimate figure of merit for inserting a Type A buffer 

Estimate figure of merit for inserting a Type B buffer 

} 

If (bumping up a transistor has the best figure of merit) 

increase the size of a selected transistor 

if (inserting a Type A buffer has the best figure of merit) 

insert a Type A buffer 

if (inserting a Type B buffer has the best figure of merit) 

insert a Type B buffer 

Recompute circuit delays 

if (circuit-delay < minimum delay) minimum-delay = circuit-delay 

if (circuit-delay >1.1 x minimum-delay) 

/» failed to meet specifications */ 

exit 

The iterations end if father sizing does not result in delay reduction, and in fact, increases 

the circuit delay by a significant amount. 

In the following sections, we will consider the problems of developing figures of merit for 

bumping up a transistor and for inserting a Type A or a Type B buffer. Since we have 

followed the TILOS template, we will also use the most negative sensitivity Sr = dD/dA of 

a transistor to compjire the relative figm-es of merit. Note that St corresponds to the delay 

reduction caused by bumping up the trajisistor size: this fact will be used when we develop 

comparable figxures of merit for inserting Type A and Type B buffers. 
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3.3.1 Type B Buffer Insertion 

3.3.1.1 Rationale Behind the Procedure 

The purpose of using Type B buffers is to insulate the noncritical paths from the highly 

critical paths, thereby enabling greater amounts of delay reduction for the circuit as a whole. 

As stated in the outline of the algorithm, the objective is to determine a figure of merit 

that can reasonably be compared to the figure of merit for sizing, namely, the sensitivity of the 

most sensitive gate. Let us temporarily assume that we have developed a way of measuring 

the criticality of a gate output, and that we can recognize the highly critical outputs. We will 

later show the precise method by which this is achieved in Section 3.3.1.3. 

While considering a candidate Type B buffer location at one of the outputs of a gate, we 

first consider the delay along its highly critical fanouts. By definition, a Type B buffer will 

always reduce the delay to a highly critical fanout, and this is achieved at the expense of an 

increase in the area; the area increase corresponds to the axea of the inserted minimum-sized 

buffer. 

Therefore, a reduction in the delay by an amount AD can be effected by an area increase 

of A^. We must now estimate the amount of area. AAT- required by the sizing procedure to 

achieve the same delay reduction. If AA < Aylr^ then we insert the Type B buffer. 

To fairly compare the effects of sizing and Type B buffer insertion, let us consider the 

following problem: 

For the same reduction in delay, AD, 

what is the increase in the area required by the two procedures? 

It is tempting to estimate AAt as (recalling that St, the figure of merit for transistor 

sizing, is the most negative sensitivity of a critical path transistor), as shown by curve (a) in 

Figiure 3.6. However, the corresponding change in area, AA(a), is only a lower bound on the 

value of AAT and is typically not a very tight bound. This is because the sensitivity ST 

corresponds to a small perturbation, whereas the change AD is Icurge. A linear approximation 

would provide optimistic estimates of AAT- Moreover, for a transistor with size x, it has been 
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shown that 

S r  =  K , - ^  ( 3 . 6 )  

where K1.K2 are independent of x [37]. The above equation is accurate for the delay of the 

current critical path, but not for the delay of the entire circuit, which is the maximum path 

delays; note that the critical path may change when a transistor size is altered. 

A second idea would be to use Equation(3.6) to estimate AAt, as shown by curve (b) in 

Figtire 3.6. However, this estimate, AA(b), is accurate only if this same transistor is critical 

in every sizing step involved in reducing the delay by A£>. This is typically not true, and 

therefore, such an expression would provide an upper bound on the area. 

In most cases, the actual area-delay ciurve would lie between the two bounds as shown by 

curve (c) in Figure 3.6. aiid our problem is to determine the shape of this curve and the value 

of AAt". 

Area 

Current point on 
Area-Delay curve 

Delay 

Figure 3.6 Estimating AA t 

An additional complication is as follows. Consider, for a moment, the TILOS algorithm 

for transistor sizing, and let D be the delay of the circuit during the current iteration. Then, 

bumping up the size of an individual transistor causes a delay reduction of 6D on the current 

most critical path and an area increase of 5A. However, the circuit delay is not necessarily 
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reduced by 5D since the bumping operation could cause a different path to become the most 

critical path. This approximation is justifiable in TILOS because the area and delay change in 

each iteration are very small. Note that if we wanted to be exact, we should have considered 

the area increase required to constrain all path delays to D — 5D. 

However, if the delay is changed from £> by a large amount. AD. as is the case in our 

situation, such an approximation is invalid, and we must find the area increase required by 

sizing to ensure that the delays of all paths (and not just the current most critical path) are 

less than D — AD. In other words, all of these paths must be sized appropriately, and 

must be computed by considering the effect of all of these paths, and not just the most critical 

path as in TILOS. 

To take care of this problem, we consider all primary outputs, and find the area increase 

required to ensure that the maximum delay over a/Z outputs (and not just at the critical output) 

is no larger than D — 6D. 

3.3.1.2 Details of the Procedure 

As indicated above, calculating AAt for a gate with size w as AD/|^ is very inaccurate 

(2) a large delay reduction of AD is probably best achieved by sizing not just this single 

gate, but several other gates too. 

To estimate the value of AAt, given a specific buffer insertion point, we first calculate the 

change in the delay of the circuit due to the insertion of a minimum sized Type B buffer. At 

each such primjiry output i, we use an extrapolation method to estimate the area increase, 

Aui, required to match the circuit delay reduction. We then calculate the figure of merit for 

sizing as 

smce 

(1) the sensitivity ^ varies nonlineaxly with the gate size. 

(3.7) 
i6po 
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The extrapolation procedure is implemented as follows. For each primary output, we store 

the effect of the most recent sizing steps as a delay vs. circuit area table. We use those data to 

extrapolate the change in area corresponding to AZ? at every output: these values cire summed 

up to give AAt, as described in the last section. Specifically, we use Lagrangian extrapolation 

[79] to estimate ^At for AD. We found that a fourth order polynomial approximation was 

adequate. 

If AAt. the estimated area required to achieve the delay reduction through sizing alone, 

is lower than A^lg. the area of a minimum sized Type B buffer to be inserted at the chosen 

point, then the buffer is inserted. If not, the algorithm abandons the Type B buffer insertion 

in the ciurrent iteration, and then chooses either a Type A buffer insertion or a sizing step. 

3.3.1.3 Finding an Appropriate Location for Buffer Insertion 

The criterion for Type B buffer insertion is to isolate the less critical paths from the more 

critical ones: if the total capacitance of the less critical paths is substantial, then significant 

delay improvements axe possible. Therefore, our first challenge is to develop a measure for 

criticaJity. which is key to the success of this algorithm and is required to partition the fanouts 

of a gate into a "critical" and "noncriticar set. as shown in Figure 3.7. We will also quantify 

the criticality of the mildly critical path, which constitute a gray area, and develop measures 

to decide whether they should be considered critical or noncritical. 

Bufferl 

> Critical set 

> Noncritical set 

Figure 3.7 Partitioning the fanout gates for type B buffer insertion 
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Consider the sensitivity. ^ for each gate i. where Xj is the size of the gate, and d is the 

delay of the most critical path through the gate. We consider the possibility of bumping up 

the size of gate i, and recognize that it is pointless to size a gate with positive sensitivity as 

that would increase the circuit delay. We maintain the number 

Q J 
(T, = min{0. -T— • Axt) (3.8) 

axi 

for each gate i, where Ax, is the amount by which the gate size would be increased if it were 

to be bumped up. Therefore, cr, estimates the reduction in the gate delay through a possible 

bumping up operation. Note that gates with a positive sensitivity are assigned a <t, of zero 

since the gate size would be left unchanged if the bumping operation were to increase the delay. 

We define a measure for the criticality that we call x* associated with each gate fanout. 

This measure is related to the amount by which the delay of a circuit can be reduced and to 

the delay along a path. Fanouts with larger x values are less critical than those with smaller 

X values. 

A backwcird PERT traversal^ is performed from the primary outputs towards the primary 

inputs (PFs) to calculate the value of x for each gate. The x value at each primary output 

is set to be the difference between the maximum delay at the primary output and the actual 

delay to that point. Therefore, increasing the path delay to that primary output by x will 

leave the circuit delay unchanged. 

If we know the x value for all the fanouts of a given gate i. its own x value is calculated as 

X i =  ^ min [xj+slack_,] + |o-i| (3.9) 
j€fanouts(z) 

where slackj represents the slack at fanout j. The slack is defined as the amount by which the 

delay along this path may be increased before it becomes the longest delay path in the circuit. 

Note that all elements in this equation have dimensions of delay. Therefore Xi is a measure of 

the amount of delay increase along a path from the gate to any primary output that can be 

absorbed "easily," either by the slack or by a small amount of sizing. This is consistent with 

pointed out in [15], the method referred to as PERT in the CAD literature is actually the critical path 
method (CP.VI). However, we persist with the prevailing incorrect usage to avoid confusion. 
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the idea that a high value of Xi at the fanout j of a gate i implies that the maximum delay 

path from i to a primary output through j is not very critical. 

The next challenge is to use this measure of criticality to determine the best location at 

which a Type B buffer should be inserted to improve the current most critical path. The steps 

involved in determining the buffer location can now be summarized as follows: 

1. Find the gate i with the maximum fanout capacitance along the most critical path of the 

circuit. We will consider inserting a Type B buffer at the output of this gate to partition 

the critical and noncritical fanouts®. 

2. Find the maximum value of Xj of all fanouts of gate i: let Xmax be the maximum value of 

Xj- All fanouts j whose Xj is > ci • Xmax (where ci < 1 is an empirically tuned number) 

are placed in the noncritical set' This has the effect of placing all fanout gates with high 

X values in the noncritical set. 

However, if too many gates are placed in the noncriticai set. the capacitance to be driven 

by the type B buffer may become too high. This could cause its delay to be very large, 

so that path through i and some of the gates in the noncritical set may become very 

critical. Therefore, the above classification may be too optimistic, and we apply the next 

criterion described below. 

3. Having determined the noncritical set. we next estimate the effect of inserting a minimum-

sized buffer. When a buffer is inserted, the delay of gate i is reduced by an amount ADdec-

which is the delay reduction along the critical paths. Along a noncritical fanout j. the 

delay is increased by ADinc — AD^ec- where ADinc is the increased delay due to the 

insertion of a buffer. 

Recall that Xj is an estimate of the amount by which the delay from j to the primary 

outputs may be increased before j lies on the most critical path of the circuit. Of this 

amount, ADinc — ^D^ec is consumed by the insertion of a buffer. 

®Sever«il other criteria for selecting gate i were thed out; however, this criterion was seen to be the most 
successful across all circuits. 

^We reiterate that some of the mildly critical paths may also be quantized as being "noncritical." 
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Therefore, with the insertion of the buffer, we may say that the delay from j to the 

primary outputs may be increased by Xj ~ {^Dmc ~ ^Ddec) before j would lie on the 

most critical path. The larger this amount, the less critical the path would be after buffer 

insertion. Therefore, we calculate this quantity for each fanout and if its value is small, 

then we remove the fanout j from the noncritical set. 

4. For any fanout j. if Xj - (AD,nc - ̂^dec) < P for some empirically determined P. then 

the gate is moved from the noncritical set to the critical set. 

The value of P was chosen as C2 • dminsize^ where dmmsize is the delay of a minimum size 

inverter driving a minimum size load. The use of dminsize is purely for normalization 

purposes to ensure that the value of 0 is of the correct order of magnitude. The value of 

Co is then determined empirically. 

It was experimentally found that approximate values of c\ = 0.8 and C2 = —0.5 work well on 

the circuits that we tested. Note that a negative value of C2 causes a negative value for (3. 

Recall that a mildly critical path (using the terminology of Figure 3.4) may also be buffered 

off. The negative value for /3 corresponds to a mildly critical path where the insertion of a 

buffer may actually increase the path delay enough to cause the value of Xj ~ — ^D^ec) 

to be negative. When this value is negative, it might seem that the path delay would increase 

after buffer insertion. However, in our calculations, we assumed a minimum sized buffer, and 

if the value of Xj ~ i^Dmc — ^^dec) is very slightly negative, we may recover from this easily 

by sizing the buffer by a small amount. Therefore, in practice, we found that a small negative 

value for 02 gave good results. 

3.3.2 Type A Buffer Insertion 

During the iterative procedure, we observed that inserting a minimum-sized Type A buffer 

almost always caused the path delay to increase. However, by appropriately choosing the size 

of the Type A buffer, delay reductions can be effected. The following procedure is used to 

estimate the potential delay reduction through Type A buffer insertion at each gate output: 
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1. Find the minimum (most negative) sensitivity among the gates along the most critical 

path, denoted as ^ 
best 

2. For each gate on the most critical path, we calculate the values of ADnse and AD/aii. 

the changes in the rise and fall delays, respectively, if a Type A buffer were to be inserted 

at that gate output. For the buffer insertion step to achieve a useful purpose, it must be 

ensured that both ADnse < 0 and ADfaii < 0. Keeping the topology of the rest of the 

circuit constant (in particular, keeping the sizes of the gates fanning into and out of the 

proposed buffer constant), the sizes of transistors in the buffer sire estimated®. 

Only those gates at which both the rise and fall delays can be reduced are considered as 

candidates for buffer insertion. For these gates, the sensitivity of the buffer, ^ 
b u f f e r  

is determined for the calculated size. 

If ^ < W- • then this location is designated as a permitted buffer insertion 
'^^Ibuffer best ^ ^ 

location. The rationale behind this is that at this point, after buffer insertion. 

(a) the delays of all the paths driven by the buffer axe smaller than those of prior to 

buffer insertion, and 

(b) the most negative sensitivity value on that critical path is made even more negative 

than before, implying that the increase in area due to buffer insertion could be re

couped in future steps through sizing. In other words, the potential for reducing the 

path delays with buffer insertion is better than the ability without buffer insertion. 

3. Among the permitted buffer insertion points in Step 2, the output of gate k with the 

best delay reduction is chosen to be the best Type A buffer insertion location. The value 

of {ADrise -r ADfau)f2 is used to estimate the effect of buffer insertion on the delay. 

4. Having performed a Type A buffer insertion, the buffer and its predecessor gate k are 

now reset to the minimum size to correct for any over-sizing in k in the past. The sizing 

procedure is permitted to size these gates back up again in subsequent iterations to their 

®For purposes of this estimation only, we msike a simplification where we consider that the size of the p-
transistor is K times that of the n-transistor, and use a simple iterative loop to solve for the transistor sizes in 
the buffer that minimize the average of the rise and fall delays. 
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optimal sizes, so that the solution is not unduly bound by any incorrect sizing choices that 

were made before the buffer was added. During this process, we prohibit further Type 

A buffer insertion until the iterations reach the point where the circuit delay becomes 

smaller than that before the insertion of this Type A buffer. 

3.3.3 The Final Algorithm 

The pseudocode shown in Section 3.3 was only a general outline of our procedure, and we 

may now describe the pseudocode of the algorithm more accurately as follows: 

minimunudelay = minimum-sized-circuit-delay 

while (current_delay > Tspec^ 

{ 
if the criteria of type B buffer insertion are satisfied 

then perform type B buffer insertion. 

else if the criteria of type A biiffer insertion are satisfied 

then perform type A buffer insertion. 

else 

bump up the most sensitive transistor. 

recalculate current_delay 

if (current-delay < minimiim_delay) minimum_delay = delay 

if (current-delay > 1.1 x minimum-delay) exit. 

} 

The algorithm chooses to consider the option of inserting a Type B buffer first, and then 

considers the Type A buffer, finally defaulting to transistor sizing if neither is viable. It is 

possible to consider these in any order, but it was found that this ordering worked best for the 

circuit examples that we tried. 

We now attempt to provide an estimate of the amount of computation involved in each 

iteration. While a detailed complexity analysis is unrealistic due to the unpredictability of 

the number of iterations, it is useful to count the number of computations involved in each 

iteration of this algorithm. 

We assume that the number of gate fanins and fanouts are bounded by a constant, which 

implies that delay and sensitivity calculation for each gate can be carried out in constant 
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time. The timing analysis required to calculate the circuit delay is 0{ \V \  +  |E|). where |V'| 

is the number of vertices in the circuit graph, corresponding to the number of gates in the 

circuit, and \E\ is the number of edges in the circuit graph, where each edge corresponds to 

an interconnection from one gate to one of its fanouts. After the first time, however, the 

computation is significantly reduced since incremental techniques are used. In the worst case, 

we only process all edges in the fanout cone of the predecessor of the gate that is sized or the 

buffer that is inserted. The worst-case complexity of this step is also 0(1^1 -t- |F|). but the 

typical update is empirically seen to occur in much less time. During delay calculation, the 

slack at each node is also calculated at no additional increase in the computational complexity. 

The next step involves the calculation of gate sensitivities along the critical path. If Dc is 

the depth of the circuit (largest number of gates on any path) then the number of gates on 

the critical path is bounded above by Dc, and the amount of time required to compute the 

sensitivities and to find the majcimum sensitivity is 0{Dc). This step is the only computation 

required for the sizing operation, and is also required by the criteria of Type A and Type B 

insertion. 

For type B buffer insertion, the calculation of a values is required in the fanout cone of 

gates in the critical path. This can be carried out in 0\V\ time. This is followed by a PERT 

procedure that uses the slacks to compute the x values in 0{\V\ -I- |£^|) time. The gate on the 

critical path with the highest capacitance is found in 0(Dc) time. Since the number of fanouts 

is bounded, the use of the x values to partition the fanouts into critical and noncritical fanouts 

is completed in constant time. Note that the comparison with sizing, illustrated in Figure 3.6 

is performed in constant time. 

For type A buffer insertion, the amount of time required for steps 1 through 4 in Sec

tion 3.3.2 is 0(Dc). assuming (as is seen in practice), that the iterations of step 2 take constant 

time. 

Therefore, in summary, each iteration requires 0{ \V \  -1- |£^|) time for timing analysis and 

slack calculation, 0{Dc) time for sensitivity calculation, 0(|V| -I- |jE?l) time to evaluate type 

B buffer insertion, and 0{Dc} time to evaluate Type A buffer insertion, and since Dc < |V|, 
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the overall complexity of each step is 0(|V| +1£'|)- We emphasize that due to the incremental 

techniques used, this is a pessimistic estimate of the complexity. 

3.4 A Brief Note on Unsuccessful Strategies 

For purposes of completeness (and since a negative result is also sometimes a worthwhile 

result), we believe that it is also worthwhile to point out a few strategies that seem sound on 

the surface, but were found to be unsuccessful in our experiments. 

3.4.1 Incorporating Rollback 

Since the insertion of a buffer is a drastic step, we considered including rollback, where after 

each buffer insertion, a certain number of prior sizing steps were nullified. The idea behind 

rollback is that any sizing steps performed immediately prior to the buffer insertion step may 

have been suboptimal since they were performed under the assumption that no buffer would 

be inserted. Therefore, it was thought to be a good idea to consider rolling back to an earlier 

iteration and resuming the process from there. 

However, in practice, we tried several criteria for incorporating rollback and found that the 

results using rollback were seldom better, while the memory requirements and execution times 

were phenomenally large. Therefore, we abandoned the idea of incorporating rollback into the 

optimization process. 

3.4.2 Gate Cloning 

An alternative to buffer insertion would be to clone gates to perform Type B buffer insertion. 

The primary idea is that instead of creating a new buffer, the use of cloned versions of a gate 

could be useful. For example, if a Type B buffer is to be inserted at the output of an inverter, 

then cloning the inverter amounts to an additional expense of two transistors, while inserting 

a buffer (which consists of two inverters) amounts to an expense of four transistors. Secondly, 

buffer insertion increases the number of levels in a circuit and therefore may cause unnecessary 

delay increases along paths that lead to outputs of moderate criticality. The use of cloning 
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may resolve this problem by avoiding the insertion of an additional level of logic in the form 

of a buflFer. 

In our implementations we found that when we added gate cloning to the list of strategies 

used here, we never obtained better results on any of the benchmark circuits. This can be 

attributed to the fact that situations such as the above do not occur suflBciently often in these 

circuits. However, one could certainly generate an eurtificial example where gate cloning could 

be useful. 

3.5 Experimental Results 

The algorithms described above have been implemented in C on an HP 735 workstation. 

In Table 3.1. we present the results on some circuits from the ISCAS85 [4] and LgSynth91 [99] 

benchmark suites. 

For each circuit, the number of gates |<j|. the unsized delay and the unsized area Ay, are 

shown. For a given (moderate) timing specification Tspec the area of our approach is compared 

with the aa"ea from our implementation of TILOS. which is a direct implementation from [37]. 

The differences between our implementation of TILOS and [37] is that we replace each gate 

by an equivalent inverter, characterized by gate sizes Wn and Wp, and solve the circuit to 

find the optimal and Wp and. in case of our algorithm, the optimum buffer locations too. 

Moreover, we use a timing model that takes input slew times into consideration. Next to the 

area numbers the table are also shown (in brackets) the number of Type A and Type B buffers. 

It is seen here that most of the buffers in this table are of Type B. Although not shown in this 

table, it was observed that for tighter specifications, a larger number of Type A buffers were 

axided. The CPU times for both methods are very similar. The area ratio shown in the last 

column shows the ratio of the area required by sizing alone as compared to the axea required 

by our method. Therefore, this number should be at least equal to I (as it always is here) and 

a larger magnitude implies a better improvement over sizing alone. Significant improvements 

are possible in most cases. We point out that as the delay specification is tightened further, 

larger area savings are possible for each circuit for tightened constraiints. 
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Table 3.1 Comparison of Sizing vs Sizing+Buffer Insertion 

Circuit |G| -4u Tspec Sizing Sizing+Buffer Insertion Area 
Ratio 

Circuit |G| -4u Tspec 
Area CPU 

(s) 
Area CPU 

(s) 

Area 
Ratio 

cc 58 61.4 248 23 900 6.7 706 (A:1:B:6) 4.9 1.27 
cml63 43 43.4 160 14 692 3.0 428 (A:1;B:5) 2.6 1.62 
folm 136 82.5 548 50 2627 17.6 1627 (A:1:B:4) 13.3 1.62 
il35 269 121.1 1252 36 4307 29.9 2183 (A:0:B:13) 32.8 1.97 
c499 202 177.3 816 51 3004 30.2 2571 (A:1:B:15) 62.4 1.17 
cl355 546 324.5 2128 100 5001 145.9 4279 (A:1:B:38) 192.3 1.17 
c2670 1193 456.0 4152 88 9000 481.3 8586 (A:1;B:94) 595.7 1.05 
c5315 2307 831.2 8772 190 15000 987.2 13619 (A:1:B;125) 1013.3 1.10 

For example, for circuit c5315 with a timing specification of 190ns, our approach provided 

an area of 13619, while the area of the circuit using sizing alone was 15000. This corresponds 

to a savings of about 10%. Our approach requires the insertion of 1 Type A buffer and 125 

Type B buffers to meet this specification. 

The entire area-delay tradeoff for this algorithm for three different benchmark circuits is 

shown in Figures 3.8 through 3.10. In each case, it is seen that significant improvements are 

possible from the use of our approach, particularly for tighter specifications. The reader is 

cautioned that although some curves, such as the one in Figure 3.9, seem to be close to each 

other, in the steep region of the curves, even small differences are greatly magnified on the 

y-axis, and our approach gives significant cost savings in that region. 

1400 

DELAY 

Figure 3.8 Area-delay tradeoff for circuit il35 
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For some circuits, such as c499 (Figure 3.9) and cl355 (Figure 3.10) the area from our 

approach for loose delay specifications is very slightly worse than that from sizing alone. The 

explanation for this can be seen by examining our approach in a different Ught. In each step, 

the approach attempts to reduce the delay of the circuit, going along an area-delay tradeoff 

curve that is similar in nature to that shown in Figure 3.1. with a smaller value of dmin- As the 

algorithm progresses, each iteration represents a motion to the left along this tradeoff curve. 

The method typically "looks ahead" to determine if a buffer will be required to meet a delay 

specification (with the best area) several iterations in the future. Therefore, for a few iterations 

after the buffer is inserted, the results are likely to be slightly suboptimal, and some of this 

is manifested in the results. Since we are primarily interested in sizing circuits to meet tight 

delay specifications, which is a region where our algorithm works well, we have not taken any 

steps to remedy the occasional minor problem with loose delay specifications. 

1 C499fT» c499rsas 

2500 • 'i. -

2000 •  •. '«  
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Figure 3.9 Area-delay tradeoff for circuit c499 
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Figure 3.10 Area-delay tradeoff for circuit cl355 
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3.6 Conclusion 

In this work, we have aimed to support the basic idea that buffer insertion can help to 

improve the airea-delay tradeoff curve and have presented heuristic algorithms for the purpose. 

The gate sizing procedure is known to be power-conscious since it sizes gates only when nec

essary and reduces the dynamic power: in this work, the eflBcacy of this is further improved by 

considering buffer insertion to achieve the delay goal for the circuit with a smaller area/power 

cost. Additionally, it is ensured that buffers are added only as needed so as to minimize the 

area and the power dissipation, and the process of buffer insertion is targeted towards meet

ing a given specification, rather than towards minimizing the circuit delay. The techniques 

developed herein are supported by experimental results that demonstrate that improvements 

can be achieved both in the area and the minimum achievable delay in comparison with an 

algorithm that performs sizing alone. 
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4 GATE COLLAPSING AND MIXED STATIC CMOS AND PASS 

TRANSISTOR DESIGN 

Technology mapping has been a cornerstone in the logic synthesis process and this area 

has been well studied in the past. Existing technology mapping techniques can be classified 

into four categories: rule-based mapping [43], graph matching [55], direct mapping [63] and 

functional mapping [66]. Traditional methods for technology mapping are directed towards 

a specific library and are targeted towau-ds objectives such as minimizing the circuit delay, 

minimizing the area and reducing the power dissipation. Using a pre-characterized library 

methodology has the inherent major disadvantage that the quality of the results is dependent 

on the richness of the library: a library with a larger number of cells is likely to lead to better 

results than a sparsely populated library. 

For deep-submicron technologies, it has been shown in [81] that the ratio of the delay 

of NAND/NOR gates to the inverter delay is becoming smaller than in older technologies, 

which encoiurages the use of longer chains of pull-up/pull-down logic in circuits and therefore 

will lead to an increased usage of complex gates in deep-submicron circuits. While this leads 

to better circuit performance, it also complicates the problem of traditional library-based 

technology mapping. With the increasing use of complex gates in the design, the number of 

possible gate types increases exponenticdly [31]. Therefore, the number of gates in any librciry 

of a reasonable size can only captiure a small fraction of the total number of possibilities and 

traditional technology mapping is too restrictive. 

To take full advantage of the availability of complex gates, the idea of using a dynamic 

"virtual library" is becoming attractive. In this approach, individual complex gates are gener

ated off the fly, instead of using a pre-characterized library. The translation of this new gate to 

a layout can be performed using a module generator. We note that as layout synthesis systems 
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have become more mature, module generators can synthesize layouts for arbitrary complex 

gates accurately and efficiently. 

The design methodologj- is as shown in Figure 4.1. This methodology can be extended to 

work with the traditional design methodology, so that in case a library is available, the complex 

gates may be implemented using either the cells in the given library or the virtual library. 

Technoiogy-iiidq)endent 

Optimized netJisc 

Global Gate Collapsing 

Module 

Genentor/ 
Library 

Physical Layout Design 

Figure 4.1 New design methodology 

In this work, we propose a new design methodology that uses a virtual library, such as 

the one described above, with an unrestricted variety of cells. The procedure automatically 

generates a complex gate of an appropriate size during the technology mapping phase. The 

focus of this chapter is on the gate collapsing phase which is the basis for this new design 

methodology: this is the phase where the complex gates are generated. The discussion about 

the module generator for layout of the complex gates is beyond the scope of this chapter and 

the reader is referred to the wide body of literature on this topic. 

The essential idea of gate collapsing is to begin with a decomposition of the circuit and 

then to combine or collapse these simple gates into more complex gates. This basic idea has 

been used by traditional techniques for technology mapping that used local gate collapsing 

through pattern matching as a supplementary way to improve the circuit performance has 

been used in technology mapping. The word "local" refers to the fact that the collapsed gates 

are constrained to belong to the available cell library in these approaches. In contrast, our 

approach of global gate collapsing does not tie the list of permissible gates to any specific 
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library. Our procedure works on a virtual library that is assumed to have all types of cells so 

that the global gate collapsing technique can have the full flexibility of finding the optimum 

possible combination of standard gates in a network. 

The input to globed gate collapsing comes from the output of technology-independent op

timization, and the result of the procedure is a network where the input netlist is collapsed 

into an optimal set of complex gates corresponding to that decomposition. This technique 

ran result in a solution that can be optimized for various objectives such as minimizing the 

circuit delay or the circuit area, or the power dissipation, etc. In this work, we consider gate 

collapsing on the circuit using a combination of two forms of logic styles: 

• Complex static CMOS gates 

• Pass trcinsistor logic (PTL) 

To the best of our knowledge, there has been no prior work that solves this problem. A 

related piece of work on library-less mapping was published in [39] which traverses the circuit 

and chooses a succession of windows within which to perform local resynthesis operations with 

sizing. Our technique, in contrast, uses dynamic programming to consider the entire circuit at 

the same time. Moreover, a unique feature of our work is that we incorporate the use of PTL 

with the virtual library. 

The matching method of traditional technology mappers such as MIS [12] cannot be applied 

on the virtual library since the number of possible templates is far too large. Therefore, this 

chapter develops techniques for generating the complex gates for the virtual library. We propose 

two methods for this purpose: 

• Topological mapping: Odd-level transistor replacement (OTR) for mapping to complex 

static CMOS gates 

• Boolean functional mapping: Using binary decision diagrams (BDD's) to map logic to 

pass transistor logic. 

Recently, pass transistor logic has been actively considered as a significant alternative to 

full static CMOS since it requires a smaller number of transistors. Several publications on 



www.manaraa.com

52 

PTL research have been published in the recent past (for example. [62. 73. 86. 94. 95. 100]) 

showing its viability. 

There has been relatively little work on design automation for PTL. We believe that this 

is among the first published techniques to incorporate pass transistor logic with technologj' 

mapping issues. A related body of work work was a recent heuristic approach to logic synthesis 

for PTL [13. 14]. This procedure is more focussed on the logic synthesis aspects and uses a 

simple delay model that estimates the delay using the number of transistors on a PTL chain. 

In contrast, our work targets the technology mapping issue and uses a more sophisticated 

SPICE-calibrated delay model. 

Our approach uses dynamic programming techniques to partition the circuit into PTL 

segments separated by static CMOS segments. An exhaustive set of SPICE simulations wjis 

performed to characterize complex gates and PTL and an accurate look up table was con

structed where the gate delay is listed as a function of parameters such as the input signal 

transition time, the interconnect load, the transistor sizes and position of the switching posi

tions within the gate. We also propose a new technique that is employed to reduce the size of 

the look-up table and the corresponding memory overhead. 

The organization of the chapter is as follows. The first technique for gate collapsing, called 

the OTR method, is described in Section 1. The method is based on an observation that 

uses the topological properties of the circuit in collapsing complex gates in a computationally 

efficient manner. Next, we consider the problem of mixed static/PTL mapping in Section 2 and 

extend the algorithm from Section 1 to perform gate collapsing in conjunction with static/PTL 

mapping using the relationship between PTL and BDD's. Experimental results are presented 

in Section 4. followed by concluding remarks in Section 5. 

4.1 Odd-level Transistor Replacement (OTR) Method 

4.1.1 An Example 

We will now present a method for building complex gates, based on a simple topological 

technique that permits subcircuits with an odd number of gate levels to be collapsed into a 
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single complex gate. 

The basic idea of the OTR method is to use the pull-down (pull-up) transistor structure 

from the gates at the previous level gates to replace the pull-up (pull-down) transistors of the 

gates at the next level. To illustrate this, consider the circuit in Figure 4.2(a) consisting of 

gates Gl through G7. This structure has 20 transistors in all. and a transistor-level version is 

shown in Figure 4.2(b). 

( a )  ( b l  

Figure 4.2 A circuit for gate collapsing 

We use the pull-down (pull-up) transistors in Gl and G2 to replace the pull-up (pull

down) transistors in G5 to obtain the gate G5\ a nontraditional static CMOS gate, shown 

in Figure 4.3(a). Similarly, the transistors in G3 and G4 are inserted into G6 to get another 

nontraditional static CMOS gate. G6". We treat these nontraditional gates cis intermediate 

synthesis stages and we will eliminate them in the next step by performing the same opera

tion, replacing the pull-down (pull-up) block of G7 by the pull-up (pull-down) blocks of the 

intermediate gates G5' and G6', respectively. The detailed illustration of the final collapsed 

gate is shown in Figiure 4.3(b). Note that the final implementation has only 8 transistors, a 

transistor count reduction of 60%. 

From the principle illustrated in this example, it is easy to see that if we collapse an even 

number of levels of gates, we will be left with a nontraditional static CMOS gate, whereas if 
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Figure 4.3 The procedure of OTR gate collapsing 

we collapse an odd number of levels, we will return to the traditional CMOS complex gate 

structure. £ind therefore we call this technique the odd-level transistor replacement (OTR) 

method. 

4.1.2 Proof of Logic Correctness 

Before beginning this proof, it is important to state that the OTR technique works when 

the network is entirely specified in terms of inverting gates, as is the case in any CMOS 

implementation. When the circuit is specified in terms of noninverting gates, the first step 

would be to convert all noninverting gates into an inverting gate followed by an inverter, and 

then apply the OTR method. 

Theorem: 

(1) On completion of the OTR procedure, all gates are transformed into (complex) traditional 

static CMOS gates. 

(2) The OTR method preserves the logic function f{x\.x2,--- -Xn) of the original circuit. 

Proof: The first part of this proof is easy to see, since by construction, the pull-up of the final 

gate consists purely of pMOS transistors and the n part consists purely of nMOS transistors, 

and each pMOS structure in the pull-up will have a dual nMOS structure in the pull-down. 

Therefore, the final result will be a traditional static CMOS gate. 

We prove the second result on the reduction of a three-level subcircuit to one level. The 

proof for other odd numbers of levels I can be deduced from this proof in a constructive manner 
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by applying this procedure to reduce the number of levels in steps to / — 2. / — 4. • • • .1. 

For the circuit configuration shown in Figure 4.4, we label the levels from 1 to 3 as shown. 

We will consider the situation when the output of level 3 is at logic 1: the proof for the logic 

0 case is analogous. 

Lcid I U«el 2 Uni 3 
Figure 4.4 Circuit configuration considered in the proof 

Since the level 3 output is at logic 1, it implies that there is a set of pMOS transistors that 

provides at least one pull-up path between V^d and the output node. We will show that under 

the OTR scheme, the new gate will also have a pull-up path corresponding to each of these 

pull-up paths. 

Without loss of generality, we may consider any one of these paths, P. Before proceeding, 

we note that in the original circuit, each of the inputs g\,g2, -- -dk of P is connected to a 

pull-down path in the previous level that is connected to ground, i.e., 

5 1  A  5 2  A  -  •  •  A  f f j f c  =  0  

Each transistor on P is replaced by transistor segments from the nontraditional CMOS 

gate by applying the OTR procedure, which replaces that transisto:.- with the pull-down of the 

preceding nontraditional gate. 

To show that after modifications, the path P continues to provide a pull-up path between 

Vdd and the output node, it suffices to show that each such preceding nontraditional gate has 

a path from ground to its output node. We will call this Requirement ($). 
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Consider any such level 2 gate gi in the original circuit that excites a transistor on path 

P. If the level 3 output is high, then it must be true that there is a one or more path in gate 

gi that connects the output node to ground in the original circuit. Without loss of generality, 

we consider any one such path Qi. Then it must be true that if the level 1 gates driving this 

path are /,.i, /,,2, • • • , ft.m-. then 

fi.l ^ fi.2 A • • • A fi,rn ~ 1 

The OTR procedure constructed the nontraditional gate by inserting pull-up stages from 

level 1 to replace the pull-down transistors on Q,. Therefore, any conducting pull-up path 

in a level 1 gate will be conducting pull-down subpath in the nontraditional gate. Therefore, 

all the subpaths corresponding to ,/i.m will be conducting pull-down paths in the 

nontraditional gate at level 2. and when these are placed in series, we have a conducting pull

down path between output and ground for the nontraditional version of gate 5, at level 2. Thus 

we have shown Requirement ($) and we are done. 

4.1.3 Delay Estimation 

In this section, we describe the technique used in this work for delay calculation for complex 

gates, including a new method used to reduce the amount of storage for the look-up table while 

maintaining accuracy. 

The delay is characterized in the look-up table as a function of the switching position, 

transistor size, input slope S, and loading capacitance C. We assume in our implementation 

that each transistor in a gate has the same size. This makes layout easy and compacts the size 

of the look-up table. Some further improvements are possible by allowing transistors to be sized 

individually. Our experimental results show that even under our implementational assumption, 

substantial area/performance improvements are possible. Moreover, the theoretical framework 

presented here can be extended to the case of nonuniform sizes. 

Given a switching position and a transistor size, a traditional look-up table is a two-

dimensional array of values parameterized by S and C, as shown in Figure 4.5(a). This table 

requires a large amount of memory which can make the look-up speed slow since it is impossible 
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(a) Traditional Table (b) Refined Table 

Figure 4.5 Look-up tables 

to store all such tables for all possible switching positions and transistor sizes in the cache or 

in the RAM. In order to refine this look-up table method, we compact the information in this 

table into a delay characteristic equation for each such two-dimensional array. For purposes 

of characterization, we find a least-squares fit to the chaxacteriscic delay equation from [98] 

which is of the type used by Synopsys: 

Z ?  =  a * S - i - / 3 * C  +  7 * 5 » C - l - u ;  

where q, (3. 7, uj are constants. However, if we attempt to find a single delay equation for 

the entire table, the accuracy of the characterization may be poor. Therefore, we use a set 

of equations that capture the information embedded in a subset of the data, ensuring that 

the accinracy of each such fit is within a prescribed range, e. The entire data can be fitted 

accurately to a small set of delay equations, and any data points that have an error l£u:ger than 

€ from the set of equations are stored as pure data. The overall structiu-e of the storage is as 

shown in Figure 4.5(b). 

Our experimental results show that we can use the delay equation to represent about 75% 

of the delay data points by using 4-10 different sets of coefficient for each two-dimensional 

table within an e error of 5%. 

The procedure for finding the values of a, /3,7 and ui requires a least-squares minimization 
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of the following form: 

minimize F = * Si + /3 * Ci + j * Si * Ci -huj) — A]" 
t 

where the summation is performed over all SPICE^measured data points i. and C,. Si and Di. 

respectively, denote the load capacitance, slope and delay corresponding to the data point. 

This unconstrained minimization can be performed by setting the partial derivatives of F with 

respect to each of the parameters to zero. i.e.. = 0: = 0: ^ ~ 

This leads to a set of linear equations of the following form: 

a n  *  a  4 -  ayt * P + o i s  * y + a u  * LJ — bi = 0  

aoi * Oc + 022 * /? + Q23 * T "I" ^24 * U) — bo =0 

as i  *  a  +  032  *  0  +  033  *  7  +  034  *u j  — h i  =0  

041  *  a  +  042  »  / ?  +  043  *  "7  " I "  ^^44  *  t t '  ~  64  =0  

where the values of an through 044 and 61 through 64 can be calculated from the function F. 

We solve the above system of linear equations to find the values of q. /?. 7 and uj. 

4.1.4 Outline of the Algorithm 

We now present a dynamic programming based approach to solve the problem of area/power 

minimization under delay constraints. In Section 5. we show the results of applying this 

technique to find the minimum delay, but the method can equally well be used to solve the 

constrained optimization problem. 

To understand the difficulty of this problem, we observe that technology mapping, a special 

case of global gate-collapsing, is known to be NP-complete for directed acyclic graph structures 

[55]. A technique that has been routinely and successfully used in technology mapping is to 

decompose a DAG into a set of trees and to perform mapping on those trees (for example, in 

[17, 31, 55]), with the trees being selected in such a way that they are eill rooted at gates with 

multiple fanouts or at gates at the primary output. We persist with this approach in om- work. 

The algorithm is based on dynamic programming and uses OTR combinations to generate 

possible complex gates. As in [17], we begin with a 2-input NAND gate decomposition of the 
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circuit, though we emphasize that any other initial circuit can also be used. The pseudocode 

for the algorithm is shown below: 

Algorithm Outline 
Input:Initial circuit decomposed into inverters and 2-input NAND gates. 

Output: Optimum network of complex gates. 

{ 

levelize the circuit 

find_roots 

sort JTOOts 

from primary inputs to primary outputs 

for each root generate tree 

apply dynamic programming 

for each node in the tree from leaf nodes to the root 

f ind_all_possible_collapsing_solutions 

store non_inferior^olations [Area, Delay] 

find optimum solution based on all generated noninferior states 

} 

An explanation of the pseudocode is as follows. The circuit is first levelized to find the level 

number for each gate, which is the maximum number of gates between the primary inputs and 

the gate output. Next, the procedure find_roots is invoked to split the DAG circuit structure 

into a forest of trees. The function sort_roots then arranges the roots of these trees according 

their level number. The trees are processed in order of the level number of their roots, thereby 

ensuring that before each tree is considered, all of its fanin nodes have been processed. 

The dynamic programming procedure [27] proceeds by associating a set of states with each 

node, where a node corresponds to a gate output. A state corresponds to a partial solution 

that corresponds to a possible configuration of collapsed gates for the subtree rooted at that 

node. The state information for each node is a pair [Area,Delay], calculated from the primary 

inputs up to that node. The method can easily be extended to consider measures such as 

power in this framework. The Area at a node g is given by the sum of the Area of a candidate 

complex gate with output g, and the node Area for cJl possible states at the fanin nodes of the 

current complex gate. The complex gates are chosen so that the number of series-connected 
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mosfets on a path to Vdd or ground does not exceed a user-specified number k. 

Dynamic programming proceeds by enumerating the possible states at a node, and elim

inating all partial solutions at each step that are provably suboptimal. For example, a state 

[Area,Delay] is provably inferior if there exists another state [Area',Delay'] such that Area > 

Area' and Delay > Delay'. The pruned list of possible states at each node are used as candidate 

states at the next node, and so on. Under this basic framework, the dynamic programming 

procedure stores only the noninferior [Area.Delay] combinations and proceeds in a manner that 

is fundamentally similar to that in [17]. Due to limitations of space, we do not describe any 

further details here. 

Finally, when all noninferior states have been enumerated, the optimal state is chosen 

and the corresponding circuit configuration is determined. An outline of the computational 

complexity is provided after the pseudocode for the Static/PTL method described in Section 2. 

4.2 Combined Static CMOS/Pass Transistor Logic Design 

4.2.1 Fundamentals 

Although static CMOS has been a mainstay of circuit design for decades, with increasing 

performance requirements on circuit in terms of speed and power, there is a conscious attempt 

to seek design styles with better performance. Several techniques such as dynamic logic and 

PTL have been proposed in the recent past. In this section, we develop techniques for the 

synthesis of circuits with a combination of static CMOS and PTL and present a procedure 

that partitions a circuit into static CMOS and PTL to achieve the minimum delay. 

PTL is widely considered to be a promising design style since it can implement most 

functions using fewer trsmsistors than a static CMOS implementation. This reduces the overall 

capacitance, resulting in circuits with faster speed and lower power dissipation. The logic style 

is illustrated in Figure 4.6 which shows a PTL logic segment that realizes the two-input AND 

function. Only recently has PTL become noticed as a viable design style in its own right, and 

consequently and there Eire no mature synthesis tools to realize the advantages of this logic 

style. 
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Figure 4.6 Realization of an AND function using PTL logic 

In dealing with PTL. a designer must be aware of the following limitations: 

(1) For an nMOS (pMOS) transistor, the low-to-high (high-to-low) transition is imperfect and 

therefore PTL cannot achieve full voltage swings, resulting in reduced noise margins. 

(2) It is possible for sneak paths between Vad and ground to exist unless the circuit is designed 

carefully. An example of sneak paths is shown in Figure 4.7: if X = 0 and V = 1 at the same 

time, then F is connected to connect both power supply and ground simultaneously. 

Pass transistors can be used to build a 2-input multiplexer, leading to a one-to-one corre

spondence between HDD's and their PTL implementations. Since a BDD can represent any 

logic function, we can use the BDD representation to directly arrive at a PTL implementa

tion of a complex gate. In Figure 4.8. we show the correspondence between a BDD node 

and a pass transistor, build the BDD representation for the 2-input AND gate, and arrive 

at the pass transistor implementation of the BDD. Figure 4.8(a) shows a BDD node whose 

PTL implementation is shown in Figure 4.8(b). Using this as a bcisis for design, we take the 

BDD in Figure 4.8(c), representing a two-input AND gate, and build the the corresponding 

PTL implementation as shown in (d). A second example of more complex logic is shown in 

Figure 4.9. 

X 

F 

xr 

Y 

Figure 4.7 An example of a sneak path 
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Figure 4.8 Circuit example 1 

(b) 

Figure 4.9 Circuit example 2 

4.2.2 Fundamental Pass Transistor Cell Selection 

In order to implement a BDD node using a 2-input multiplexer-like pass transistor, a suit

able choice of the fundamental pass transistor cell must be made. As pointed out in [13], there 

are two possible types of fundamental pass-transistor units, as shown in Figiue 4.10(a) and 

(b). The first uses a pair of nMOS pass transistors, while the other utilizes an nMOS transis

tor and a pMOS transistor. While the worst case noise immunity of the first configuration is 

better than that of the second, it requires the generation of complementary signals at the gate 

G H (a) G H 

Figure 4.10 Two types of PTL units 

(b) 
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inputs, wliich results in an extra area overhead. Moreover, the extra delay in generating the 

complement could lead to a sneak path, which could result in a larger power dissipation. In 

this work, we choose a fundamental cell with one nMOS and one pMOS transistor; however, 

the work can be extended to handle the other configuration too. 

4.2.3 Outline of the Algorithm 

The dynamic programming approach is also used to give us a technique for building mixed 

static/PTL circuits. The basic idea is to use HDD's to represent a candidate logic function 

that can be implemented in PTL during dynamic programming. The implementation uses the 

BDD package described in [10]. 

In using PTL, as in the case of complex static gates, we must ensure that the number of 

pass transistors in series should be no more than a predetermined number p. In other words, 

while generating BDD's. we do not permit the depth of the BDD to become larger than p. 

and at that point, we force the use of a static gate at the fanout. The final circuit is likely to 

contain pieces of pass transistor logic that are isolated from each other by static CMOS gates 

The purpose of the static CMOS gates is to isolate the pass-transistor parts and to restore the 

level of degraded signals. 

The dynamic programming approach here is used to determine how the circuit should be 

partitioned between static CMOS and PTL implementations. In our current implementation, 

we use a PTL look-up table delay model that is similar to that used for the static CMOS logic, 

with the coefficients of the delay characteristic equations being altered. 

As in Section 1.4, and for the same reasons, the algorithm begins by decomposing the circuit 

into a forest of trees. For each such tree, we perform mapping by dynamic programming in a 

manner similar to that described in Section 1.4 to implement the design using mixed static/PTL 

logic. Since the threshold vEdue p a small number, it is computationcilly inexpensive to generate 

BDD's in the fanin cone up to a BDD depth of p. Moreover, the number of possibilities for 

mapping a node either into a complex gate with a bounded number, k, of series-connected 

mosfets. or as PTL with a bounded p value, is finite and small. Therefore, the computation is 

fast. The dynamic programming approach is guaranteed to find the optimal solution of mixed 
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static/PTL circuits for tree structures. For DAG structures, since the approach uses techniques 

that have worked well for technology mapping, we expect the results to be near-optimal for 

this problem too. and this as our experimental results show, the procedure leads to sensible 

designs. 
The dynamic programming procedure is similar to the OTR algorithm described earlier 

and is represented by the following pseudocode: 

Algorithm Outline 
Input:Initial circuit decomposed into inverters and 2-input MAND gates. 

Output: Optimum mixed PTL/static CMOS gate network. 

{ 
levelize the circuit 

f ind_roots 

sort-roots 

from primary inputs to primary outputs 

for each root generate tree 

for each node in the tree from leaves to the root 

apply dynamic programming procedure 

find maximum fanin cone 

generate all possible BDDs inside the maximum fanin cone 

to generate PTL solutions 

f ind_all_possible-collapsing-solutions 

store_non_inferior-solutions [Area, delay] 

find optimum solution of the primary outputs 

The chief difference between the OTR approach and this approach is that we maintain 

BDD representations for all possible candidate PTL implementations: as mentioned earlier, 

due to the limitation on the number of series-connected PTL transistors, these BDD's operate 

within a maximum fanin cone and are typically small. We compute the possible states of a 

node g, allowing the possibility of a static CMOS gate, or a PTL implementation using the 

BDD representation, and calculate the Area and Delay for every candidate state. As before, 

each state corresponds to an [Area,Delay] combination, and only the noninferior states are 

stored. Finally, when all noninferior states have been enumerated, the optimal state is chosen 

and the corresponding circuit configuration is determined. 
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While the nature of dynamic programming makes it inherently difficult to arrive at an 

accurate measure of the computational complexity, it is worthwhile to attempt an estimate of 

the complexity. For both the OTR and the static/PTL methods, we need to build complex 

g a t e s ,  e i t h e r  i n  s t a t i c  f o r m  o r  a s  P T L .  S u p p o s e  t h a t  f o r  e a c h  n o d e ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  b u i l d  C 

possible complex gates, that a complex gate can have a maximum of / inputs, and that each 

node can have up to M [Area. Delay] pairs stored during dynamic programming. Therefore, 

f o r  e a c h  n o d e ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  c o m p u t a t i o n  f o r  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  [ A r e a ,  D e l a y ]  p a i r s  i s  0{C•  I  •  M) .  

I n  g e n e r a l .  C  a n d  /  a x e  b o u n d e d ,  a n d  s o  t h e  c o m p u t a t i o n  c o m p l e x i t y  c a n  b e  w r i t t e n  a s  0{M) .  

Since the dynamic programming technique handles each of the N gates in the circuit, the 

computation complexity of our algorithm is 0(iV • M). 

4.3 Experimental Results 

The methods described in this chapter were both implemented in C on a SUN Spaxc 

1/170 workstation. For purposes of comparison, results were generated using SIS [89]. OTR 

(Section 1) and mixed-static CMOS/PTL methods (Section 2) on the ISCAS'85 benchmark 

circuits. The circuits were first decomposed into inverters and 2-input nand gates network 

using SIS. Next, we performed a minimum circuit delay technology mapping in SIS for the 

circuits using the libraries nand-nor.genlib. mcnc.genlib and lib2.genlib. We set the the values 

of the parameters k and p (described in Sections 1.4 and 2.3. respectively) to 4 in our work. 

Our OTR results and SIS results on these three libraries are shown together in Table 4.1 for 

various circuits, and a comparison of the Static CMOS/PTL results and SIS results on these 

three libraries is shown in Table 4.2 for the same circuits. In each table, column 1 shows the 

circuit name: columns 2-4 show, respectively, the minimum delay, the corresponding area, and 

the CPU time of the SIS mapping results for each circuit on the nan-nor.genlib library. The 

same information is then shown for the SIS mapping results for each circuit on the mcnc.genlib 

library are shown in columns 5-7, and for the lib2.genlib library in columns 8-10, and finally, 

for our OTR (Static CMOS/PTL) method results in columns 11-13. The last line shows the 

average improvements of delay and area. 
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A comparison of the results of SIS and OTR. shows that that OTR provides better results 

than SIS results, with average delay reductions of over 40%. and area reductions of around 

10%. A comparison of Static CMOS/PTL results with the results of SIS and OTR show much 

greater performance enhancements from the use of PTL in the circuits. The average delay 

reduction is above 50% and the area reduction above 60% over the results of SIS. 

The reason for these improvements is that in the above modestly sized SIS libraries, none 

of the complex gates that have four transistors in series in the pull-up/pull-down path, while in 

our work, we have the flexibility of choosing any complex gate with up to four series transistors. 

In contrast, a library that contained all gates with up to four parallel chains, each with up to 

four series transistors, would require the characterization of 3503 gates [31]. A second major 

improvement is brought about in our work by the use of PTL in conjunction with complex 

static CMOS gates from the virtual library. 

These results are indicative of the the power of our technique, and it is importeint to note 

that SIS simply cannot work in our new design methodology because as it cannot work on a 

virtual library, cmd requires all allowable gates to be listed and characterized in the library, 

which could be a prohibitive overhead. Our methods cire fast and the largest ISCAS85 circuit 

can be handled in minutes. 

4.4 Conclusion 

We have presented the idea of global gate collapsing for pure static CMOS designs, and of 

using BDD's to realize mixed technology design using a combination of static CMOS and PTL. 

Our goal has been to present a general technique for performing overall circuit optimization 

using purely topological and Boolean functional techniques for static CMOS and small BDD's 

for PTL. The OTR method is fast and simple and avoids the intractable problems in technology 

mapping, such as matching and covering. The use of PTL is a powerful technique to reduce 

the area and power dissipation of the circuit. The results obtained show that both techniques 

are very fast and show significant improvements over existing approaches. 
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Tal)l(: '1.1 Exporiinciilal Rc.siilts of SIS and OTR Methods 

Circ.iiil, naiu -iioi'.gonlil) mciic.gniilib lib2.gciilib OTR method 

Mill. Aroa CPU Mill. Area CPU Mill. Area CPU Mill. Area CPU 

Delay (iinil) Time Delay (\mit.) Time Delay (unit) Time Delay (unit.) Time 

(lis) («) (MS) {^) (lis) (s) (lis) («) 
C'132 55.15 39G0 5.0 52.35 3768 9.5 47.17 3880 7.8 24.53 3354 4.86 

OI99 4'l.23 8488 9.5 40.10 7472 15.6 36.47 7784 13.9 24.15 6912 7.93 

C8S0 37,79 5992 8.0 37.15 5668 12.4 34.58 5104 11.2 24.08 5573 6.99 

CI 355 9584 12.5 44.90 9G()0 20.1 42.97 9952 17.9 24.99 7392 7.87 

C19U8 Gl.71 11232 14.4 5G.49 1073G 25.7 54.38 122G0 22.4 30.07 11001 13.49 

C2G70 GU.59 18G50 20.2 53.28 1G720 35.4 46.84 16480 35.5 30.41 1G098 22.29 

C35'10 79.36 2181G 27.2 74.44 24180 55.8 67.56 24800 44,7 52.36 21600 29.30 

C5315 74.03 

o
 

oo 

43.3 G8.40 39900 86.7 64.84 36790 74.6 35.50 35670 60.31 

CG288 208.78 384IG 58.6 206.92 38544 90.6 205.79 38528 80.2 100.66 28992 23.83 

C7552 72.04 4G048 G8.7 61.94 43904 242.5 58.95 41176 159.7 28.96 43896 70.02 

Avg. 48,3% 12.4% 44.4% 9,05% 40.3% 8.79% 

Imp. 
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T;il)lc 4.2 Expnrimoiital Results of SIS and PTL Methods 

Circuit, nam -nor.gcnlil) iiicnc.gcnlib lib2.genlib Static CMOS/PTL inelhocl 

Mill. Area CPU Mill. Area CPU Mill. Area CPU Min. Area CPU 

Delay (iiiiil.) Time Delay (uiiil.) Time Delay (unit,) Time Delay (unit) Time 

(ns) (s) (lis) («) (lis) («) (ns) • («) 

CM:}2 55.15 39G0 5.0 52.35 37G8 9.5 47.17 3880 7.8 19.24 1372 190.90 

C'lfjy '1'1.23 8488 9.5 40.10 7472 15.G 36.47 7784 13.9 19.50 3098 196,06 

c:.S8() 37.70 5992 s.n 37.15 5GG8 12.4 ,34.58 5104 1 1 . 2  19.18 2132 168.50 

Ci:}r).o 'IG.Ul 9584 12.5 44.90 9600 20.1 42.97 9952 17.9 20.77 3450 376.49 

Ciyos 01.71 11232 14.4 56.49 10736 25.7 54.38 12260 22.4 25.28 4753 296.05 

C2G7() GO.O'J 18G50 20.2 53.28 16720 35,4 46.84 16480 35.5 26.75 5980 621.61 

C35'l() 79.36 21816 27.2 74.44 24180 55.8 67.56 24800 44.7 36.20 9059 887.46 

C5315 74.03 41870 43.3 G8.40 39900 86.7 64.84 36790 74.6 25.92 11601 990.18 

CG288 208.78 38416 58.G 206.92 38544 90.6 205.79 38528 80.2 88.33 14403 1306.02 

07552 72.04 4G048 68.7 61.94 43904 242.5 58.95 41176 159.7 21.74 18350 1093.61 

Avg. 58.8% 63.1% 55.7% 61.8% 52.5% 61.7% 

o 
00 
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5 A NEW IDEA OF COMBINING PLACEMENT WITH TECHNOLOGY 

MAPPING 

CMOS processes have shrunk, and more automated design tools have become commonplace, 

leading to far more complex chips operating at much higher speed than decades ago. Design 

technologies must be advanced for design flows, methodologies, tools. Several things in the 

next generation VLSI CAD tools need to be emphasized. 

• Dynamic library, which allows the circuit designer to explore the whole design space. 

• Interconnect wire, which should be considered at the technology mapping level. 

• Merging technology mapping with placement design. 

Dynamic Library: For decades, all the automatic designs have been based on the li

braries. The libraries indeed make the automatic design successfully. With the requirement of 

the high performance increasing, the limitation of the library based design becomes apparent. 

The library limits the circuit designer to explore the design space. The circuit designers hope 

that there are dynamic libraries which are generated on the fly can make them to explore the 

whole design space. The mature techniques of the layout synthesis maJce the dynamic libraries 

possible. The prerequisite of the application of the dynamic libraries is to build the complex 

gates. In our work, we used global gate collapsing technique to generate the complex gates. 

Our approach of global gate collapsing does not tie the list of permissible gates to any specific 

library. Our procedure works on a virtual library that is assumed to have all types of cells so 

that the global gate collapsing technique can have the full flexibility of finding the optimum 

possible combination of standard gates in a network. The input to global gate collapsing comes 

firom the output of technology-independent optimization, and the result of the procediure is 
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a network where the input net list is collapsed into an optimal set of complex gates corre

sponding to that decomposition. This technique can result in a solution that can be optimized 

for various objectives such as minimizing the circuit delay or the circuit area, or the power 

dissipation, etc.. 

Interconnect Wire: As the percentage of interconnect wires delay to the total circuit 

delay increasing, the incorporation of the interconnect wire into every level of VLSI design 

is becoming more and more important. We calculated the interconnect wire information at 

the technology mapping level when we did gate collapsing. In our work, we used tt model to 

capture the delay of the interconnect wire. By considering the interconnect wire effect at the 

technology mapping level and using TT model, we can accurately capture the interconnect wire 

issue during the circuit design. 

Merging Technology Mapping and Placement Design: The traditional "divide-

and-conquer" strategy has been the main design methodology for decades. In this strategy, 

technology mapping and physical layout design are separated. The move to deep sub-micron 

technologies where interconnect delays dominate makes this methodology not suitable for the 

high performance design. With the increasing dominating delay of the interconnect wire, the 

value of stand alone technology mapping and place and route is undermined until it is of zero 

value. The technology mapping integrating the estimation Euid physical layout information will 

be crucial to the success of tomorrow^'s CAD flows. Without the physical layout information, 

the optimal solution at the technology mapping stage will not remain optimal after the physical 

layout design. In physical layout design stage, the gate level net list is fixed. It has no flexibility 

to do logic optimization. It is the trend to merge the technology mapping and physical layout 

stages. Therefore, the merging technology mapping and physical layout design is one of the 

key parts of the next generation VLSI CAD tools. 

There are several research work on the merging technology mapping and physical layout 

design procedure. One trend is to do the technology mapping procedure based on the estimated 

the placement information [17, 74]. This kind of method is called incremental placement. 

Other trend is to do the logic resynthesis based on the placement information [39]. This kind 
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of method is called re-mapping. 

In our work, we truly merge the gate collapsing and placement procedures. It does the 

logic optimization considering the placement information. The nice property of this procedure 

is that the optimal result at the technology mapping level is the optimal result at the physical 

level. 

Figure 5.1 is a diagram of the evolution of the merging technology mapping and physical 

layout design and our method. The first column is the traditional "divide-and-conquer" strat

egy. The second column are the two trends of incremental placement and re-mapping. The 

third column is our work. 

Incremental placement is faster but not accurate. Therefore, we proposed our idea of 

merging technology mapping and placement procedure by doing gate collapsing and placement 

simultaneously. The final result will be the optimal results of placement with considering the 

technology optimization optimization. 

The method of re-mapping based on placement is also the separated procedure of the 

technology mapping and placement design. The basic idea of integrating the placement is to 

IncreainenLii 
pJacement Rupptnt 

teuimiie 
pUzmeni) 
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Figure 5.1 The cases of merging technology mapping and placement 



www.manaraa.com

72 

find wire information to calculate the delay. 

Our method is better than the ̂ re-mapping" based on placement data, and the "incremental 

placement" based on technology mapping result. 

5.1 Dynamic Library 

Our global gate collapsing technique [51] is used to break through the library limitation 

at technology mapping stage. It can dynamically produce the complex cells on the fly. There 

are several ways for building the complex gates, i.e.. functionally or structurally. We use gate 

collapsing for building complex gates, based on a simple topological technique that permits 

subcircuits with an odd number of gate levels to be collapsed into a single complex gate. Our 

method is a simple and effective way to build a dynamic library. 

The detailed information of the gate collapsing technique was presented in Chapter 4. 

The work [51] did not consider the interconnect wire information. If considering the inter

connect wire information, some gates may not be collapsed together. Those gates are preferred 

to be separately to act as repeaters than collapsing them together. Figure 5.2 shows an ex

ample. Suppose we assume the delay is RC delay and R is proportional to the length of the 

interconnect wire, and C is also proportional to the length of the interconnect wire. If the 

length of the interconnect wire is L. the delay is proportional to L~. In other case, if we did 

not collapsing gates B and C. gate B divides the wire into two parts with length h and I2, 

respectively. The delay from A to C is proportional to Zf -I- Zo- In general, the delay (L^) of 

the wire with the length L is smaller than the summation delays (Zf + ^2 + ''' 'n) of 

s e g m e n t s  { l \ ,  I 2 ,  •  •  • ,  I n )  o f  L .  B e c a u s e  i f  L  =  l i  - h  I 2  +  •  •  •  +  I m  t h e n  <  i f  +  I 2  +  • • • +  

5.2 Interconnect Wire Model 

For devices, we found the worst case delay, i.e., the max number of transistors in serial. 

The device is modeled as R and Cintrinsic- For interconnect wire, we use tt model to formulate 

them. Figure 5.3 illustrates the TT model. For an interconnect wire with the length Z, it can 

be modeled as a resistance Runit * ' connected by two grounded capaxritance Runit 
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Figure 5.2 An example of preferred not collapsing 

•̂ xAAA/̂  ̂

c t unit C . I umt 

Figure 5.3 tt model for interconnect wire 

and Cunit are interconnect wire unit length resistance and capacitance, respectively. It has be 

shown that TT model is an accurate delay model [30]. 

5.3 Merging Technology Mapping and Placement Design 

It is the trend for merging technology mapping and physical layout design. Unfortunately, 

merging technology mapping, placement and routing together is a difficult tjisk in engineering 

and theory. In our work, we try to merge technology mapping and placement into one step 

design, not considering routing problem for the time being. 

In order to merge technology mapping and placement, we need consider the methods for 

the technology mapping and placement. We use gate collapsing technique to do technology 

mapping optimization. We introduce the placement method in detail in the following. 
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5.3.1 Placement Formulation 

Our placement tool is based on [58]. The detailed information is presented in Chapter 2. 

Here, we will not repeat it. 

5.3.2 Outline of the Algorithm 

In our work, gate collapsing technique is used for logic optimization, therefore, we can find 

all the possible collapsed complex gates for a given circuit. For every possible collapsed complex 

gate, there are two choices for them. i.e.. to be collapsed or not. We denote the collapse as 

1. no collapse as 0. For N possibilities, in theory, there are total 2^ configurations. The 

computation is expensive. Therefore, we resort to a heuristic method to solve this problem. 

We start at (0.0,0. - • • ,0) configuration, then we perform N iterations. In ith iteration, we 

collapse the ith possible complex gate. i.e.. changing the 2th item value in the configuration 

from 0 to 1. We get a new configuration, then we compare the new configuration with the best 

configuration so far. If the new configmation is better, then we update the best configuration. 

otherwise, we keep the best configuration and continue to the (i + l)th iteration. The design 

flow chart is shown in Figiire 5.4. 

The pseudo code is like the following: 

Input: gate-level netlist 

do placement 

best-placement = placement (0000000 • • - 0000) 

find all possible collapse of the gates 

foreach possible collapse 

{ 

collapse it (0000 • • - 10 • • • 000) 

do placement 

compare new placement with best-placement 

if new placement is better than best .placement 

then best_placement = new placement 

else keep best .placement 

} 
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update 
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Figure 5.4 Algorithm flow chaxt 

The final pattern of the configuration will be (0/1.0/1 0/1). The above procedure 

only takes N  iterations. 

The complexity of the algorithm is as followings: For placement, the solution of each 

iteration by using conjugate gradient method is 0(n), n is the number of the gates in the 

circuit, and m is the number of iterations. Because of the partition, the partition at most can 

go Ign levels. Therefore the complexity of the placement engine is C>(mnlgn). There are at 

most n possible gate collapsing, therefore, the total complexity is O(mn^lgn). 

5.4 Other Heuristics 

For the above design flow (heuristic 1), we first find all possible gate collapsing, then inside 

the loop, we collapse the possible gates one by one. In our work, we also try another heuristic 

method (heuristic 2). The design flow of heuristic 2 is shown in Figure 5.5. In this heuristic 

method, we re-run gate collapsing procedure with fixed previous collapsed gates and also we 

collapse one gate at a time. 
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Figure 5.5 Another flow chart 

5.5 Experimental Results 

We implemented our algorithm in C on a SUN Sparc 1/170 workstation. We run our 

algorithm on the ISCAS'85 benchmark circuits. For the comparison, we run all the three 

heuristics and the method of performing gate collapsing and placement separately. The method 

of performing gate collapsing and placement separately is that we first collapse all the possible 

gates (which is equivalent to 111 - •• 111 case.) then we do placement. 

Table 5.1 and Table 5.2 show the results of the heuristics and the separated gate collapsing 

and placement method. The first column of the table is the circuits' name, the 2nd and 3rd 

columns are the minimum delay and CPU time for a heuristic method, the Ath and bth column 

are the minimum delay and CPU time for the separated gate collapsing and placement design 

method, the 6th column are the delay improvement of the heuristic method over the separated 

method. We used the 0.5u technology parameters from MCNC as our Rumt and C^nn etc.. In 

the future, we will select a more eflScient gate collapsing order for the possible collapsing gates 

and hope it will give us better results. 

From the results, we can see the delay improvement by using the heuristic 1 method is 
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Table 5.1 Results of I euristic 1 and Separated Met lods 
Circuit Heuristic I Separated Method Delay Improvement 

Min. Delay (ns) CPU (s) Min. Delay (ns) CPU (s) 

C432 8.03 14.50 18.99 6.33 57.71% 
C499 8.05 100.30 9.92 7.45 18.85% 
C880 3.38 80.60 3.67 9.68 7.90% 
CI 355 6.11 255.13 24.87 11.02 75.43% 
C1908 94.55 426.72 438.11 20.14 78.42% 
C2670 239.04 1271.40 335.44 34.12 28.74% 
C3540 347.17 2015.50 627.15 48.45 44.64% 
C5315 2110.20 8451.96 3551.37 124.24 40.58% 

Table 5.2 Results of I euristic 2 and Separated Met lods 
Circuit Heuristic 2 Separated Method Delay Improvement Circuit 

Min. Delay (ns) CPU (s) Min. Delay (ns) CPU (s) 
Delay Improvement 

C432 7.56 16.71 18.99 6.33 60.19% 
C499 8.65 138.08 9.92 7.45 12.80% 
C880 4.00 76.57 3.67 9.68 4.90% 
C1355 6.24 260.34 24.87 11.02 74.91% 
C1908 100.81 424.04 438.11 20.14 76.99% 
C2670 281.93 1260.97 335.44 34.12 15.95% 
C3540 421.98 2007.82 627.15 48.45 32.71% 
C5315 3017.76 8383.42 3551.37 124.24 15.03% 

28.19% on average, 78.42% on maximum, by using heuristic 2 method is 23.48% on average. 

76.99% on maximum. We should notice that although heuristic 3 does not get better results 

for two smaJl circuits, it work well for most circuits and very fast. The nonimproved results 

of the two small circuits may be caused by selecting M or K. The sophisticated strategy of 

selecting M and K will take care of it in the future. 

Figure 5.6 and Figure 5.7 show the delay vs. iteration number curves for the circuits 

CC2670 and CC3540 respectively. 
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Figiire 5.7 CC3540 results 

5.6 Conclusion 

We proposed our strategies to deal with the three crucial issues for the next generation 

VLSI CAD tools: dynamic library, interconnect wire and merging technology mapping and 

placement design. The results are encouraging. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first 

step to consider the three crucial issues into a single algorithm. We firmly believe that more 

and more research work will be emphasized in this direction. 
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6 CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE WORK 

6.1 Conclusion 

In this thesis, we presented three timing optimization techniques at gate level and transistor 

level and a new design methodology for the next generation VLSI CAD tools which takes care 

of the tree crucial issues for tomorrow's CAD tools: dynamic library, interconnect wire and 

merged logic synthesis cind physical layout design. 

In Chapter 3. we presented strategies to insert buffers in a circuit, combined with gate 

sizing, to achieve better power-delay and area-delay tradeoffs, because performing transistor 

sizing without buffer insertion results in some transistors in the circuit extremely large or 

performing buffer insertion without transistor sizing results in suboptimal results. Until sizing 

is performed, any information on capacitive loads is incomplete and therefore a buffer insertion 

algorithm must operate with incomplete information, leading to suboptimal results. Moreover, 

the insertion of buffers can change the structure of the circuit sufficiently so that it may lead 

to a different sizing solution from the unbuffered circuit. Therefore, these techniques of buffer 

insertion and sizing are intimately linked and it makes a lot of sense to integrate them into a 

single optimization. 

The purpose of this work is to examine how combining sizing algorithm with buffer insertion 

will help us achieve better area-delay or power-delay tradeoffs, and to determine where and 

when to insert buffers in a circuit. The delay model incorporates placement-based information 

and the effect of input slew rates on gate delays. The results obtained by using the new 

method are significantly better than the results given by merely using a TILOS-like gate sizing 

algorithm alone, as is illustrated by several area-delay tradeoff curves shown in this paper. 

In Chapter 4, a new design methodology of mapping circuits is discussed. It proposes 
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two new techniques for mapping circuits. The first method, known as the odd-level transistor 

replacement (OTR) method, has a goal that is similar to that of technology mapping, but 

without the restriction of a fixed Ubrary size, and maps a circuit to a virtual library of complex 

static CMOS gates. The second technique, the Static/PTL method, uses a mix of static CMOS 

and pass transistor logic (PTL) to realize the circuit, extending the OTR method and using 

the relation between PTL and binary decision diagrams. The methods are very eflficient and 

can handle all of the ISCAS85 benchmark circuits in minutes. A comparison of the results 

with traditional technology mapping using SIS on different libraries shows an average delay 

reduction above 40% for OTR. and an average delay reduction above 50% for the Static/PTL 

method. 

In Chapter 5, we emphasized three crucial issues in the next generation VLSI CAD tools: 

dynamic library, interconnect wire smd combining placement with technology mapping. Global 

gate collapsing technique was used for the dynamic library issue. For the interconnect wire, 

we used tt model to calculate the delay. We proposed a new idea of combining placement with 

technology mapping. The merged procedure does the technology mapping and placement level 

optimization simultaneously. The final results of the merged algorithm is the optimized results 

of the placement level. 

This thesis involves heuristic method and mathematical methods such as: extrapolation 

technique, dynamic programming, quadratic program and conjugate gradient method. This 

thesis is also the application of electrical engineering and computer science knowledge. 

6.2 Future Work 

Timing optimization has raised more and more people's attention and a significant amount 

research has been done on it. However, many promising areas for research are still almost 

untouched or need to be addressed better and better. We now present some of these issues. 

6.2.1 Combined Transistor Sizing and Buffer Insertion 

Device Delay Model: In order to get more accurate delay model than Elmore delay 

model, we need to refine the device model in the futiu'e. Although we may use the device 
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models [38. 61. 70] to improve the delay model, however, they are not accurate in the deep 

sub-micron design. We need to define the new device model for the more accuracy. The new 

device delay model should consider the parasitic capacitance inside the gate and the transition 

order of the inputs of the gates. We may use the look-up table method with the analytical 

equations of the device to deal with this topic. 

Repeater Insertion: Now in our work, we assume the buffer is inserted at the beginning 

of the interconnect wire. To get better results, the buffer insertion should be repeater insertion, 

i.e.. it should be inserted in the optimal position of the intercormect wire. Some initial works 

have been addressed in [3, 33. 40, 64] without considering transistor sizing. 

Simultauieous Transistor Sizing, Buffer Insertion auid Wire Sizing: Transistor 

sizing, buffer insertion and interconnect wire sizing are the effective optimization techniques 

for tuning the circuits. The global optimal solution of the circuit should be the results of 

simultaneously performing transistor sizing, buffer insertion and interconnect wire sizing. The 

work [25] is about the wiresizing under Elmore delay. [64] does the buffer insertion and wire 

sizing. [19, 26] consider simultaneous buffer cind wire sizing. [21. 71] consider simultaneous 

transistor and interconnect sizing. So far. no published work about simultaneous transistor 

sizing, buffer insertion and wire sizing. 

6.2.2 Gate Collapsing and Mixed Static CMOS and Pass-transistor Design 

Decomposition Technique: In technology mapping, how decomposition is done can have 

a significant impact on the design quality of the final implementation. For the same circuit, 

different decompositions will result in different results. Figm:e 6.1 shows two ways of 4-input 

NAND gates decomposition. 

[101] does gate decomposition technique for low power design. [24] considers the gate 

decomposition for the FPGA design. None of the above techniques cam be directly applied to 

our decomposition for gate collapsing because those techniques do not tcirget at gate collapsing 

based on odd-level transistor replacement. Now, our odd-level transistor replacement method 

depends on the input circuit decomposed into inverters and 2-input nand gates. In the future, 

we will find a decomposition which is the best for the odd-level transistor replacement method. 
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Pass-transistor Reordering: Traditionally, there are two ways for detemining best tran

sistor ordering at each gate: exhausitive search, i.e., enumerate all possible permutations 

[42. 77] and heuristic search [16]. Although those ideas can be applied to our pass-transistor 

reordering, however, they don't take the advantage of the one-to-one correspondence between 

a BDD node and a pass-transistor in our work. In our mixed static CMOS and pass-trcinsistor 

design, we used BDD to represent the Boolean functions of the circuit and mapped each BDD 

node by a pass-transistor unit. Therefore, manipulating the BDD variables is equivalent to 

majiipulating the pass-transistors. In our work, we can do the BDD and transistor reorderings 

by single step at the BDD generating phase for the representation of the functions. BDD vari

ables reordering, i.e. pass-transistor reordering, can achieve better results. Figure 6.2 shows 

an excimple of reordering. If transistor A hcis low transition activity and transistors B and 

C have high transition activities, so, the configuration in the bottom of the figure has lower 

power consumption than that of the top configuration. 

6.2.3 A New Idea of Combining Placement with Technology Mapping 

Interconnect Wire: With the technology advent, interconnect wire has significant impact 

on performance, functionality and reliability. Interconnect efiiects must be accurately modeled. 
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Currently, we use Elmore delay model for interconnects. The advantages of Elmore delay model 

for interconnect are that: it has simple closed form expression; it is the upper bound of 50% 

delay [44]; it is high fidelity [8. 22], i.e., good solution under Elmore delay are good solution 

under actural (SPICE) delay. The disadvantages are that: It is low accuracy; it inherently can 

not handle inductance effect. We should consider the interconnect wire as a transmission line 

and should consider the inductance of the interconnect wire. We can use Asymptotic Waveform 

Evaluation (AWE) [75] technique to model the interconnect wires. Voltage drop (IR drop), 

electronimmgration and signal integrity on the interconnect wire also should be addressed. 

Futher Integrating Logic Synthesis and Physical Layout Design: Ail the work 

for integrating logic synthesis have focused on the integration of placement with technolody 

mapping [39, 74] so far. Recently, [82] integrates the floorplarming into the work of integration 

of placement with technology mapping. It is really a hard problem for entirely integrating logic 
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synthesis and physical layout design. There axe two directions to do that. One is going up. 

i.e., based on the integration of placement with technology mapping, the integration goes up 

to floorplanning or technology independent optimization stage. The other is going down. i.e.. 

integrating routing procedure into the work of the integration of placement with technology 

mapping. 
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